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Hot air from Ecoflow over "miracle" Thermoflow magnets

http://blogs.mirror.co.uk/investigations/2009/01/hot-air-from-ecoflow-over-mira.html
By Andrew Penman on Jan 14, 09 07:11 PM in Housing 

Editorial comments in red by John Bain, MarvellousMagnets.com, Ecoflow distributor.
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It must be very nice to have a senior Royal visit your business. 

And The Princess Royal can’t really be blamed if she was unaware of the controversy surrounding Paul Markland’s firm when she visited its Cornwall offices in 2006.

Controversy? What controversy?

Markland specialises in selling magnets. Not just any magnets, but ones with almost magical powers.

“Any sufficiently advanced technology is indistinguishable from magic.” Arthur C. Clarke, "Profiles of The Future", 1961  

Like his Bioflow magnetic bracelets which “may” reduce pain for arthritis sufferers.

Exeter University study published in the British Medical Journal in 2004 said “Pain XE "pain"  from osteoarthritis XE "osteoarthritis"  of the hip and knee XE "knee"  decreases when wearing magnetic bracelets”, Arthritis Research Campaign who funded the study said "Results appear to show that wearing a magnetic bracelet does reduce pain XE "pain"  in people with hip and knee XE "knee"  osteoarthritis XE "osteoarthritis" ”.  Your colleague Daily Mirror reporter Lorraine Fisher wrote about it ‘Magnetic bangles DO help arthritis’
And Thermoflow magnets, which may cut your gas bills.

And has in many well documented trials.

Back in 2002 Markland’s company Ecoflow was in trouble with the Advertising Standards Authority over plugs for its “fuel economiser” – magnets which, once strapped under your car, brought a five to 20 per cent cut in petrol or diesel bills.

Tested by the Department of Trade and industry’s testing labs at Warren Spring, 

12% saving, and by Landrover Monthly who got a 15% saving

The advertising watchdog asked Ecoflow to prove the claims and ruled that the company’s response “did not constitute rigorous scientific evidence”. 

Quite right, neither trial was large enough and one was done by a magazine and you can’t trust what you read in newspapers and magazines, can you.

Since then Ecoflow has kept busy flogging magnets but it calls itself a network marketing company. 

It has always been a network marketing company from it’s formation in 1991 by Nigel and Paula Broderick.  

So claims being made for its products are likely to come from an “independent distributor” rather than Ecoflow itself.

Of course, Ecoflow doesn’t sell to trade or end-users, you can only buy from the distributors who do all the marketing and promotion

Like the distributor who put out flyers, sent to us by a kind reader, claiming that Ecoflow’s “Thermoflow” magnets would cut household fuel bills by five to 20 per cent if you strap them to your gas supply pipe. “More heat, less fuel, lower emissions,” the leaflets boasted.

Yes, and the leaflet also said money back guarantee.   You can’t lose by trying Ecoflow products and if you try them, you’ll see they work as described.

Just send £55 and this “proven technology” will quickly pay for itself. Allegedly. 

Well, the Times’ experts estimated that average heating bills would go up to £1,400 a year in 2009.   5% of that is £70 so it obviously will pay for itself quickly.   And if it doesn’t, you get your money back.

And there’s money to be made by recommending it to friends and family.

If it worked for you, why wouldn’t you recommend it to family and friends.   

Don’t you like them?

It’s the “proven technology” bit that fascinates us. In the UK, domestic gas consists essentially of methane, which isn’t magnetic.

I think you mean it’s not ferromagnetic, it’s diamagnetic and does react to magnetic fields

So how is strapping magnets to your fuel pipes going to have any effect?

The mechanism isn’t understood, but the technology works, try it and see.  If you want to read some expert scientific opinions go to http://marvellousmagnets.com/doc/Experts.doc.  
If you would like to read one of the recent published papers in this field, try this

ON THE STABILITY OF A LAMINAR METHANE/AIR DIFFUSION FLAME UNDER MAGNETIC FIELD INFLUENCE P. Gillon 1, B. Sarh 1, F. Tabet 1 and K. Dobrego 2

1 LCSR CNRS, 1C Avenue de la Recherche Scientifique 45071 Orléans cedex 2, France 

2 Heat and Mass Transfer Institute, National Academy of Sciences of Belarus P.Brovki Street 15, Minsk 220072, Belarus 

Minsk International Colloquium on Physics of Shock Waves, Combustion, Detonation POI-6 and Non-Equilibrium Processes, MIC 2005, Minsk, 12 – 17 Nov., 2005 

Nowadays, combustion process control is of considerable interest at both scientific and economical levels as it is related with the problem of energy efficiency and ecological improvement. Among numerous methods of combustion control, application of a magnetic field is one of the most promising….  

We asked Markland, 55, and he replied: “Thermoflow is a fantastic device that we have been selling since 1991” adding that only 1.7 per cent are sent back under their 90-day returns policy.

Yes, but what about the evidence that Thermoflow does anything useful?

“Over the years a number of people and organisations have carried out trials. 

“However, most of these are not accepted by people such as the Energy Saving Trust.

“They like to have their own, somewhat questionable, standards to which we will not submit our products.”

All we ask is that you follow the fitting instructions and compare running costs before and after fitting.   Lots of people and organisations have done so and have supplied us with their results, but that is not regarded as ‘rigorous scientific evidence’

For the record, Ecoflow made a profit of £1.5million last financial year on a turnover of almost £4m.

The “somewhat questionable” Energy Saving Trust, in contrast, is a non-profit making body that provides impartial advice on how to save money and cut your carbon footprint.

Impartial – free from undue bias or preconceived opinions.    Preconceived - (of an idea or opinion) formed beforehand; especially without evidence or through prejudice.  Nope, neither the Mirror journalists nor the Trust are impartial by that definition
The Trust says that it “does not accredit magnetic-based fuel or energy saving devices; nor has it seen any evidence they will reduce domestic energy consumption or household energy bills.”

It adds that if you want to cut your fuel bills, try fitting thermostats to every radiator to control the temperature of your house room by room.

Compare the costs of that with the cost of a Thermoflow.   And will you get your money back if the thermostats don’t save you money?

And leave the magnets to the fruit loops. Our words, not the Trust’s.

You’d have to be a fruit loop to reject new technology without trying it for yourself.  Particularly as it comes with a money back guarantee.

Readers Comments

Denise McCallum said: 

I would have thought it would be good journalism to actually try something before dismissing so many people as fruit loops, a term which I strongly object to being called. The header at the top says investigate, I wouldn't say asking someone else who hasn't tried the product is investigation.

January 15, 2009 8:45 AM 

Lindsay said: 

I am an industrial chemist who fitted a thermoflow onto my UK chentral heating boiler. It saved my family 20% off our gas bill. It is still working 9 years later. It also has a guarantee to work for 90years! Oh, I am also saving money on the petrol in my car too. Fantastic. I strongly recommend you try it! Lindsay T.

January 15, 2009 11:39 AM 

Jared said: 

Is it just me or are the comments above rather, ahem, suspicious? At least they are 3 hours apart I suppose. I'm no scientist but magnets only significantly affect things that conduct electricity, right? 

Sorry, wrong

January 15, 2009 1:03 PM 

Timothy Rice said: 

Jared this is a free country and people have the right to reply - check your facts - as should the Mirror. I'm not an expert but a friend of mine wears a magnet from Ecoflow and swears by it she also as a magnet on her car and says its improved the power and the consumption. 

January 15, 2009 1:31 PM 

Sarah Yeoman said: 

I wear a Bioflow Explorer 2 due to various bodily aches and pains - and swear by it. I was open minded enough to try it. I aim to not knock things unless I've tried it. So for those knocking the items from this Cornish company I suggest you try it first!

January 15, 2009 1:41 PM 

Liz Boyd said: 

I have to say that I agree with the first response in that your "investigation" leaves a great deal to be desired!I am a distributor of Ecoflow products and have both a Thermoflow and a Motoflow fitted to my domestic heating boiler and jeep respectively, I also wear a magnetic bracelet which has virtually expelled the pain I was suffering in my back and knees(I have saved at least £200 in osteopath costs), I am getting at 4 miles per gallon extra in my jeep and because the radiators in my home are so hot I don't have to put the heating on as often, which in real terms means I'm saving at least 18% on my heating oil bills. 

The department of Trade and Industry have tested the Motoflows and found a saving of approx 11%-15%, all the magnetic devices produced by Ecoflow are of a similar design. 

Maybe you two would like me to supply you with these products to test for yourselves..Lets face it in this financial downturn everyone is crying out of anything that will make their money go further and with a 100% no quibble money back guarantee you can't really loose..Now what company would be earning a profit of 1.5 million offering a guarantee like that for product that didn't work and was used by, what was it.."fruit loops"?!

P.S. if the journalism doesn't work out, you could always become one of Ecoflow's many distributors spread over 11 countries.

January 15, 2009 2:14 PM 

Liz Boyd said: 

I am a distributor of Ecoflow and can I just say that at no stage was Mr.Markland interviewed for this "article".All Ecoflow's products have been produced with the same patented, C.R.P.(Central Reverse Polarity)technology.The motoflow(for cars)was tested by The Department of Trade and Industry and found to ensure savings of between 11%-15%. Perhaps before embarking on another "investigation", you could try fact finding, instead of poking around in archives!

For testimonials and information about these products Email liz.ecobiz@hotail.com

January 15, 2009 3:16 PM 

Andrew Penman said: 

Can't ignore the allegation from Liz Boyd that we never interviewed Paul Markland. I am grateful that Liz at least admits to a vested interest, earning a living from selling these products, but not grateful for the suggestion that we did not approach Ecoflow for comment and got the quotes from Markland by "poking around in archives". Liz, you are wrong. For the record, here's the email exchange between me and Markland. 

1. Email from me to Ecoflow.

I am a consumer reporter on the Daily Mirror. 

We have been contacted by a reader who has received a flyer advertising the Thermoflow device. The flyer gives no company name, but from a Google search I'm guessing that the sender is an independent distributor for Ecoflow plc.

A number of claims are made for Thermoflow. It is described as "designed to magnetically condition the fuel of domestic heating boilers" and so save fuel. The leaflet mentions savings of five to 20 per cent.

I would be very grateful if you could explain to me how this device works. 

I understand that the main domestic pipeline gas in the UK is natural gas which is mostly methane, which is not naturally magnetic, so I'm not sure how attaching magnets to your domestic fuel pipes would have any effect on it.

Being no expert, I've run the claims past the Energy Saving Trust, because if any device is likely to save energy, this body would presumably know about it. However, the Trust told me that is does not accredit magnetic-based fuel or energy saving devices, and nor has it seen any evidence they will reduce domestic energy consumption or household energy bills.

If you are able to clarify this discrepancy over the claims for Thermoflow I would be most grateful.

Yours faithfully

Andrew Penman

newsroom

Daily Mirror

1 Canada Square

London E14 5AP

2. The reply.

Andrew

Apologies for not replying sooner, I have just returned to the UK and my secretary did not want to reply on my behalf.

The Thermoflow is a fantastic device that we have been selling since 1991. We generally do not make claims for our products as we sell them with a performance warranty so that customers can decide for themselves whether they work for them or not. We get approximately 1.7% back under this 90 day return policy. Over the years a number of people and organisations have carried out trials however most of these are not accepted by people such as the Energy Savings Trust. Like the Soil Association with Organic Food they like to have their own, somewhat questionable, standards to which we will not submit our products.

Our customers report any number of saving statistics but as I said we tend just to let people try the product for themselves and make their own judgement. Try one you will be surprised.

Hope this helps

Paul Markland

Director

Sorry, but this cannot be described as an interview

Liz, it would be helpful if you could address the central question: domestic gas in the UK is North Sea Gas, the principle property being methane, which is not magnetic. So could you explain how strapping magnets to your gas inflow pipes will have any effect on it?

It is diamagnetic and oxygen is paramagnetic.   The mechanism is not understood and several scientists are working in this field.   But the results show that the treated fuel does burn more efficiently.

January 15, 2009 3:42 PM 

Karen Olden said: 

How Does Thermoflow Work? 

In order for combustion to occur, the hydrocarbon molecules in the fuel (the bits that burn) must combine with the oxygen molecules naturally present in the air. 

Even the very latest fuel efficient boilers do not burn 100% of the fuel that goes into them, as a result some unburnt fuel disappears up the flue & into the atmosphere. 

Obviously this is wasteful; paying for fuel that doesn’t provide any benefit and also contributes to pollution. 

Thermoflow, in common with the other Ecoflow products, creates a powerful magnetic field through which the fuel passes prior to combustion. 

This process is known as Ionisation by Magnetic Induction or IMI. Ecoflow PLC utilise a patented magnetic field arrangement within Thermoflow, which they call Central Reverse Polarity, to further enhance the ionisation process. 

The Central Reverse Polarity magnetic ionisation process, temporarily conditions the hydrocarbons so that they more readily combine with the oxygen and more of them will become a part of the combustion process. 

Result...

1. Greater heat output for the same volume of fuel 

2. Fewer unburnt hydrocarbons being wasted & causing pollution 

I would like to also point out that as distributors we offer a 3 month money back guarantee therefore it a customer is not satisfied with the savings they see they can have a full refund, if our products did not work perhaps someone can explain after 6 years I am still in business and love the business that I have?? Karen Olden, Independent Ecoflow Distributor - And proud of it!

January 15, 2009 4:11 PM 

Peter Lawrie said: 

I am an Ecoflow distributor, too. I also have a Science degree. A few years ago, from a position of extreme sceptiscism I tried an Ecoflow product - unlike your journalist. To my amazement it worked, my neck and knee pain reduced considerably and I've done without medication since. I fitted a motoflow on a Peugeot 406 diesel and found an average 2mpg improvement. There is no clear mechanism as to how these products work so they are sold on a 90-day "try it for yourself" basis. Andrew Penman is not alone, many scientists take the same line. "Water, north sea gas or petrol cannot take a magnetic field, therefore these Ecoflow products must be a scam!" My understanding of science is that one first observes a phenomenon and from the results then construct a hypothesis or theory to explain it. What actually seems to happen is that people such as Mr Penman look at the theory first and rule out any observations which might contradict it. 

January 15, 2009 4:14 PM 

Tommy said: 

Hi

I fitted a thermoflow over 2 years ago.

I find that my heat settings can be left on #2 and still get the same heat output as if it were on setting 3 with no thermoflow.

January 15, 2009 4:19 PM 

Tony Price said: 

I have been installing Thermoflows on a regular basis over the past 10 years with a particular focus on equipping ecclesiastical buildings. In all cases I recommend a monitoring programme to test the effectiveness of the products and I have built up an extensive case file with the results of these programmes showing savings of between 8% and 25%. I will cite just one example from a Church officer: "In 2003 I was the Churchwarden of a listed building some 850 years old in South Buckinghamshire. With the costs of gas central heating continuing to rise we were considering asking the congregation to have a monthly ‘cold Sunday’, in an endeavour to contain running costs. 

"Coincidentally, a Distributor of Ecoflow, the manufacturer of the Thermoflows, made an approach to me regarding the efficacy of Thermoflow fuel conditioner units and it was suggested that these should reduce gas consumption and, hence, reduce the cost of heating the church.

As an Engineer I was most sceptical that a so simple, non-mechanical device could do what was claimed. The PCC agreed to their installation for a period of one year on the understanding that if no reduction in gas consumption had been achieved, the units would be removed and their installed cost would be reimbursed.

The Thermoflow units were installed (in under one hour) and after some 18 months in use, a comparison of consumption with the previous, similar, period was made. It was found that the fitting of the Thermoflow units had produced a saving of some 18%-20% in gas consumption – more than paying for their installation costs in their first year of use"

The important point to note is that I played no part in the recording of data nor in the subsequent calculations, so I cannot be accused of massaging the figures.

On a personal note, I run a VW Golf SDi obtained from new. In the first few months I was obtaining consistently around 480 miles per tankful. After installing a magnetic fuel conditioner I have been consistently obtaining around 520 miles per tankful. My imagination? I don't think so!

January 15, 2009 4:25 PM 

John Rhodes said: 

I have used Ecoflow magnets on several vehicles over the last ten years and noted the quoted improvements every time. The usual criticism of variations in conditions being responsible for the observed improvements is easily countered over such a long period of use. 

Before you say it cannot work because you know the chemistry, ask a distributor to show you the 'lighter demonstration'. If you know enough about chemistry to understand the anticipated answer from Mr Markland then you'll be able to work it out for yourself from the demonstration results. If not, don't ask a question if you cannot understand the answer.

I'm a retired distributor and have issues with the way the company has been steered over the last few years but the products work and I have hundreds of satisfied customers who rely on the magnets for pain relief and fuel economy. Do they care how they work, not at all!

January 15, 2009 4:32 PM 

Dr. N Lawson said: 

As an engineer, I too was sceptical when I first tried Ecoflow magnetic products, but on the first day of fitting a Thermoflow to my boiler I had to turn all the radiator thermostats down as they became too hot. I saved 13% on the gas I used that year - and every year there after!

My understanding is that gas flowing through the alternating magnetic field will be agitated such that it throws off a carbon molecule, this leaves a space that attracts an oxygen molecule and this makes the fuel burn hotter and more cleanly (there are far less diesel smells from my car exhaust after fitting a Motoflow device).

I am so impressed with the magnetic products (and the money-back guarantee) from Ecoflow that I am also now a distributor so that I can pass on these benefits to others, and benefit the environment. Those who choose not to believe because "it has not been scientifically proven" are just missing out.

Dr. Nicolette Lawson, Solihull

January 15, 2009 4:36 PM 

Liz Boyd said: 

A magnet is a natural force that is closely associated with electricity.

Every atom has its mass(nucleus)and one or more orbiting electrons;both the nucleus and electrons carry their own charges and therefore have their own fields.Introducing a new magnetic field to the atom can result in the electron's orbit being moved, encouraging maximum efficiency in molecular bonding.Without the movement of electrons, changes in matter(that includes water, blood, petrol, diesel, red wine, whiskey, milk and gas)cannot occur.

This is the process that Ecoflow uses in their products.

C.R.P. was designed to help move electrons. All matter that passes through the C.R.P. field is subjected to the additional "kick" of three opposed directional forces. This action provides a better environment for moleclar change by the alignment of electrons. In other words, molecules that exit a C.R.P. field are more efficient. In gas, if you can imagine holding your hand over a lit lighter until it was as hot as you could bear without burning your hand, keeping your hand there, hold one of Ecoflow's magnets to the side of the lighter; you will find that although the flame has not gotten any larger, the heat has increased so much, you have to take your hand away or you will get burnt thus demonstrating that the fuel has become more efficient..more heat from the same amount of fuel. 

This is all very technical..but I think I speak for 1000's of car drivers who have no idea how on earth their car starts in the morning, it just does! Stop procrastinating and try them for yourselves.

January 15, 2009 4:40 PM 

John "Chris." JORDAN said: 

Just because your Writer can't understand the principles involved; they can't work?

So how does he explain all the people who are convinced, and have proof, (lower Fuel Bills [read their statements]); that not only do they do as advertised, but exceed most Quoted savings?

If you don't understand, then ask those who do; or shut up (don't show your ignorance to all and sundry.

January 15, 2009 4:56 PM 

Robert Fletcher said: 

I have installed ecoflow units for the last 14 years and have tested them using degree day data in order the compare like heating periods and have found that on every occasion savings where made.

A large Borough Council in the North tested these units and found that they

Improved combustion

Reduced standing losses

Reduced boiler firing cycle

On the strength of their own test they fitted a further 40 units

To my mind that says they work.

January 15, 2009 5:12 PM 

Sue said: 

Over five years ago, I tried a Bioflow magnetic wristband for arthritic symptoms in my hands and knees. Not only did these virtually disappear, but migraines which I had had on a regular basis also disappeared, much to my surprise (I have only had about three migraines since).

I was so impressed by these results, I started selling these products myself. Some of the results my customers have had were gobsmacking, including from symptoms which they had had for years.

And no, this is not "all in the mind" - one customer had a dog with arthritic legs. A Bioflow magnetic collar soon had it running around again - until the customer's mother removed the collar during a heatwave because she thought it was too hot for the dog. When the dog's owner came back from holiday, it again could no longer walk properly. I hardly think the dog knew whether it was wearing a magnetic collar or not.

Surely if something works (and can be shown to do so) and is giving benefit to people, it doesn't matter what the mechanism is?

I don't understand the science behind the wristbands or behind the energy saving products, but I gather that many "conventional" medicines work even though the way they work is not fully understood - are your columnists going to trash those as well?

And by the way - if someone does not think these products work, they can get a refund. In all the time I have been selling them, I have only ever had about three back. On the other hand, I have sold lots to people who have seen the brilliant results their relatives and friends have had with them. Speaks for itself, I think.    January 15, 2009 5:35 PM 

Anonymous said: 

Methane will be affected by magnetic fields as will any molecular arrangement. This is schoolboy physics. Therefore natural gas will definately be affected by the Thermoflow.

January 15, 2009 5:48 PM 

Jean Bennett said: 

I have been an Ecoflow distributor for ten years and hope to be so until 'I am in my box'. For most of that ten years I have had a Motoflow strapped to my cars and have gained an extra 40 - 50 miles on each tankful of fuel. I have also saved money by elongating the life of the catalytic converters and plugs and have been kinder to the environment.

My main reason though for still being with Ecoflow is because magnets work so well on animals. I have a very high success rate on dogs especially. Animals don't think 'Oh, I am wearing a magnet so I must feel better'. But the resulting difference in them shows that the magnets do work very well on them. Some dogs become like 'geriatric puppies'. I hope to create many more of them over the next few years. If anyone wants to help create more, do contact me on magneticgold@tiscali.co.uk.

Personally I don't care how Bioflow magnets work, I am just delighted that they do and I have many customers who are delighted too. 
Jean Bennett

January 15, 2009 6:11 PM 

barbara cleary said: 

Hello....I saw one comment first thing this morning..now I will send mine....I was so impressed with Ecoflow products that I became an Independent Distributor a year ago. Before this I was told about Bioflow before I had hip replacement, bought a Duet bracelet, and within days I cut down on pain killers. They have been beneficial since the operation, and with the use of the Boost buttons at times. I was so impressed that I had to try more items. The Biopad with 6 magnets in I find is beneficial at nights, and I sleep through the night now, I did not before. It also helps with pain relief after I had a very bad fall. I have purchased the Biophone and put on my mobile and cell phones, and wear the Bioguard every day, which all protects from the harmful effects of electro-radiation, as I sit at my computer a lot, and use the microwave oven regularly. 
I purchased the H2flow, put on the water pipes, and I do not have hardly any limemscale problems now, and we are in a hard water area. I do not have limescale around my taps anymore, or hardly any in the toilet cisterns, and do not need to descale my kettles. From this I purchased the Vitaflow Table and Fridge....the magnetically treated water tastes so much better anyway after using the H2flow, but with the Vitaflow Fridge in the fridge, I can keep a bottle of water in there, and it tastes better still....and then if I put a glass of water or wine on a Vitaflow Table mat, with magnets in, it tastes EVEN BETTER, magnetically treated water....no need to buy bottled water anymore.
I have sold a few dog and cat collars, and they have proved beneficial to animals, and they cannot talk!
I am using the Thermoflow, and have been able to turn down the thermostat, and am working on whether it is cheaper, and I think it is.
I have got the Motoflow, but have not used that as yet....working on that one!
Now to other products....the deodorants, I have, and they are alcohol and aluminium free. I drink the Tian Tian and Nutriflow drinks....healthy drinks daily, and I am sure I have much more energy at my age!....and able to be a Distributor.
ECOFLOW IS GREAT.... CHANGES LIVES....
(I only hope this goes this time....it did not last time, so had to write it all again!! lol).... 

January 15, 2009 6:24 PM 

Jared said: 

Re: Timothy Rice, I've checked my facts, no need to be patronising but I'll cast that aside for now - all I can see here is a load of terrible junk science that is being equally terribly defended. 19 responses in less than 24 hours is highly suspicious to even the most optimistic - I suspect either Ecoflow have rallied round amongst their supporters/distributors, or their staff had a very slow day today. Sorry but I can't believe that 15 different people with an interest in this company (whether declared or not...) happened to come to the Investigates column all on the same day and leave nothing but glowing reports. Anyway, back to the science, this page tells you all you need to know about Ecoflow, magnetism etc:

http://www.fuelsaving.info/magnets.htm
This article is about vehicles and the main point seems to be that users can’t be trusted to know whether their cars are saving fuel.
I'm happy to put my faith in science and truth about any unsubstantiated claims from a supplier of said product, but perhaps that's just me. A moot point perhaps, but I'll end by saying that if anyone asked me to promote a product in my online store that had little to no scientific proof to backup its claims, and has been criticised heavily by the ASA for years, I'd tell them where to go. Interesting.
Even if it works?  Or would you say “I DON’T BELIEEEVE IT”
January 15, 2009 6:31 PM 

Hilary said: 

My Husband and I have used these magnetic products for years and are more than pleased with the results. The Aquaflow is a case in point, strapped to the water pipe where it enters the house - we live in a Very hard water area, it has completely cleared our kettle of a thick layer of Limescale. Also we no longer have to use filtered water for drinking and the water tastes better too. So we have more than saved on the cost of the Magnet by not having to buy filters and we are safe in the knowledge that our water pipes are not furring up any longer. Brilliant.

January 15, 2009 8:32 PM 

Esther said: 

I can't help noticing that all the comments entered so far are in support of the 'criticised' products. 

The sarcasm and criticism in the article almost seem based on a personal grudge against magnets – I hope the author will find some help resolving these issues. A good start would be to keep an open mind and do thy homework before attempting to discredit something that has evidently helped many people.

Even if we don't understand something or haven't the science to prove its efficacy, doesn't mean it doesn't work. It just means we should try harder to find ways of testing and research that work for that particular product or process!

Onwards and upwards, a friend of mine says...

January 15, 2009 8:35 PM 

Kevin Roche said: 

Don't knock it if you haven't tried it. I have been wearing a Bioflow for the last eleven years. I tried many remedies for arthritis in my left upper arm and shoulder. The remedies were those prescribed by GP's and those that can be purchased over the chemist counter. For me, these remedies seemed to work for various lengths of time but eventually the painful condition would return. I can confidently report that the painful condition went away about a week after I started wearing a Bioflow and has not returned. I have no hesitation in recommending Bioflow to anyone who is experiencing any painful bodily condition. Bioflow has been tried and tested and proven to work for me. 

January 15, 2009 8:51 PM 

Michael & Judy Hinks said: 

Right, Mr. Investigative Journalist...! I think you've had a challenge thrown down. Do some investigating! If we are right, your readers could be getting real monetary savings. The Mirror is a newspaper which has always campaigned for social justice, so lets see a little justice from you. You have been offered the loan of an Ecoflow fuel economiser......now try it - and prepare to be surprised! 

January 15, 2009 10:27 PM 

Chris Sergeant said: 

A couple of questions...

It is stated that the Energy Saving Trust 

"do not accredit magnetic-based fuel or energy saving devices" - Is this because they do not have the resources to test them all? If they tested one would they have to test them all, so they do not bother?

It is also stated "nor has it seen any evidence they will reduce domestic energy consumption or household energy bills" Have they been sent any? If they have who has been responsible for checking it out?

If they have not checked Thermoflow for themselves or checked the evidence of those who have found benefit how can they dismiss the claims? 

Ah - but do they? The article simply says "they do not accredit" and "they have seen no evidence". So, Energy Saving Trust please provide the evidence Thermoflow does NOT work or dismantle the evidence of those who show it does.

If I spend £55 with a money back guarantee I risk £55 for 90 days and get it back if I was being a "fruit loop". If I dont spend £55 but continue to miss out on potential savings I may consider myself not to be a fruit loop. But where would the evidence be to prove I was not?

As for Bioflow I have seen plenty of evidence that they work and did not need the BMJ published article that supported their efficacy to know this. But it may have helped some of the fruit loops who had used them to good effect stand up to the, some may say arrogant, sceptics unwilling to admit they cannot explain everything.

January 15, 2009 11:45 PM 

Val Daykin said: 

Previous responses express much of what I would have said so I’ll try not to be too repetitive!

Mr Penman has several scientific responses to read, learn and inwardly digest. Well if he can, I, and countless customers, while getting the gist of it, would find it very difficult to explain to someone else. Lighter test? Brief and brilliant! – first-hand sensory perception. Next test; try one. Satisfied? Keep it! Yes, I too am a proud distributor, because I first bought a product that someone recommended from personal experience. 

A PE teacher turned Primary teacher, eight weeks after buying a Bioflow in 2000, mobility improved as the swelling and pain reduced in my grossly arthritic knees. I’m still pain free and mobile and take no anti-inflammatories or pain-killers. Other teachers observed the improvement and wanted to know the remedy. Did I turn down the opportunity to recommend to others? With a daughter at university draining our funds? Already doing external marking to boost our income? And yes I started to use all our company products – how could I recommend something if I didn’t try it first myself?

Thermoflow on combi-boiler – had to reduce the settings on both our ‘hot air’ and hot water or live in a greenhouse and burn my hands. Vehicles – have MOT printouts before and after fitting a Motoflow, the latter showing reduced emissions (as interested in that as the money they save!)

The non-profit making Energy Saving Trust – they can afford to be – they are funded – they pay their staff so they can earn a living. Everything they DO recommend has to be bought. Does Mr Penman work for nothing? Manufacturers and retailers also have to earn a living, and having retired now from teaching I am able to boost my pension recommending environmentally friendly products that I have found to work, with brilliant guarantees. 

To finish, when has an exchange of emails ever been considered to be an interview: dictionary definition: 1. A face-to face meeting 2. a) A conversation (spoken exchange) between a reporter and a person …. b) An account or reproduction (faithful to the original) of such a conversation (spoken exchange). The style of Mr Penman’s report implies a spoken dialogue to me. Having read the ‘email’, the reproduction wasn’t in strict order nor complete, nor did the report display the ethos of Mr Markland’s email response. 

My husband’s ‘Bioflowed’, my daughter’s ‘Bioflowed’, the dog’s ‘Bioflowed’, all reporting or displaying superb benefits.

I’d rather earn a living from genuinely trying to help others than spouting sarcasm! 

January 16, 2009 2:02 AM 

Carl Bartley said: 

Karen Olden has stated, the Constant Reverse Polarity (C.R.P) Magnets create an Magnetic field through which the fuel passes through before being ignited. The fuel that has been treated in this way gets saturated in ionized oxygen resulting in a more efficient burn thus reducing fuel consumption. As a proud distributor for ecoflow i've saved money on both my car and central heating/boiler.With a motoflow fitted to my car i've saved around 30% on running costs, the thermoflow fitted to my gas supply has enbled me to turn the Hot Water Temperature to below the manufacturers recomended setting and still get piping hot water.One of my customers has also benefited from this and couldn't be happier with the product.

To this end , why don't all the people who are quick to put a product down without trying it first swallow their pride and give it a go. After all with a 90 day money back guarantee they cant lose, but may be pleasantly surprised by the savings they make in the 90 day trial period !!!

Carl, proud to be a distributor for ecoflow

January 16, 2009 2:06 AM 

Paul Kay said: 

I was introduced to Ecoflow's products by my brother about eight years ago. I have found both the fuel saving devices and the magnetic bracelets to be extremely effective. In fact as an holistic therapist I have found the bracelets to be extremely efficient in helping people overcome all sorts of problems with pain and have recommended them numerous times. Amazingly they have also worked very well on animals too. 

I think that your article could have been investigated a little further before drawing such conclusions...there again never let the truth get in the way of a good story eh. Seems to be about the level of 'investigative' journalism now a days. 

January 16, 2009 9:30 AM 

Natural Migraine Alternatives said: 

A trusted friend first recommended me to try an Ecoflow product eight years ago. I too was extremely sceptical, but as there was a 90-day money back guarantee I was prepared to risk the small sum involved (about £30 at the time) to relieve my pain.

No-one was more amazed than I when it worked, but then I don't really understand how my TV works, yet it doesn't stop me enjoying the benefits.

I added a part-time Ecoflow distributorship to my business so that I could pass on the benefits to my migraine (and other) clients. Since then I have had many referrals and repeat orders versus just one request for a refund (which was promptly acted on).

I echo the previous commentator's remarks about migraine sufferers and offer anyone with headaches, or any other aches and pain, the chance to try the products with the money-back guarantee.

January 16, 2009 9:34 AM 

John Bain said: 

Scientific proof takes time and money, but it is being done, for example here's a recent study.

ON THE STABILITY OF A LAMINAR METHANE/AIR DIFFUSION FLAME UNDER MAGNETIC FIELD INFLUENCE P. Gillon 1, B. Sarh 1, F. Tabet 1 and K. Dobrego 2

1 LCSR CNRS, 1C Avenue de la Recherche Scientifique 45071 Orléans cedex 2, France 

2 Heat and Mass Transfer Institute, National Academy of Sciences of Belarus P.Brovki Street 15, Minsk 220072, Belarus 

Minsk International Colloquium on Physics of Shock Waves, Combustion, Detonation POI-6 and Non-Equilibrium Processes, MIC 2005, Minsk, 12 – 17 Nov., 2005 

Nowadays, combustion process control is of considerable interest at both scientific and economical levels as it is related with the problem of energy efficiency and ecological improvement. Among numerous methods of combustion control, application of a magnetic field is one of the most promising..... 

There are plenty of studies on the magnotherapy and water treatment fields, but very few so far on fuel.

January 16, 2009 11:19 AM 

George Hale said: 

The article quoted by Jared also gives the truth behind the claim that the magnets were 'successfully tested by the DTI'. Indeed the ASA ordered Ecoflow not to use that claim in its advertising.

http://www.asa.org.uk/asa/adjudications/non_broadcast/Adjudication+Details.htm?adjudication_id=33701
In1991 the DTI testing labs were the acknoledged experts and they said “fuel consumption improved, power increased and emissions reduced”

Interesting to see so many pro-Ecoflow comments on here. If the products really are that effective, and they've been around for a decade or more, I'm surprised they aren't more widely known.

Why? Ecoflow don’t advertise, they sell through their distributors.   If you don’t know a distributor or user, how would you expect to know.

January 16, 2009 12:32 PM 

Edward said: 

Total and utter lunacy. 

This product does absolutely nothing, as has been proven many, many times before over the years. 

Do tell us where it has been proved to do absolutely nothing.

Next, someone will be telling me that a big, invisible being that lives in the sky that has control over my destiny exists.

Edward.

January 16, 2009 12:34 PM 

Anonymous said: 

Do they do fanny magnets?

Is this what you meant? 

A randomized, double-blind XE "double-blind" ed, placebo-controlled XE "placebo-controlled"  pilot study to investigate the effectiveness of a static magnet to relieve dysmenorrhea XE "dysmenorrhea"  

Eccles NK, JOURNAL OF ALTERNATIVE AND COMPLEMENTARY MEDICINE 11 (4): 681-687 AUG 2005 

Abstract: Objectives: The aim of this study was to investigate the hypothesis that a specially designed, static magnet of 2700 gauss, attached over the pelvic area, could relieve menstrual pain XE "pain" . 

Results: There was a significant reduction (p < 0.02) in pain XE "pain"  in the magnet group compared to the placebo group. 

January 16, 2009 1:05 PM 

Peter Bloomfield said: 

I first heard about your article from my daughter’s friend

I was one of 3 or 4 people who in 1995 experimented with wearing powerful magnetic Ecoflow fuel savers on our bodies to reduce and/or eliminate pain. This was BEFORE BIOFLOW WAS CREATED and marketed by Ecoflow. The difference between us and the sceptics is that we were open minded and prepared to try things. I had suffered chronic back pain from the age of 14 and by 1995 (at the age of 61) I was in pain every day from my back and several other injuries. Today, at 75, I AM PAIN FREE and able to play sport competitively every day and feel better than I did at 55, 45 and 35. You would have to tear my Bioflow off me. I am proud of my contribution in helping over 1 million people and animals that used to suffer. I am proud of helping people save money with the Ecoflow products and proud of helping the environment by reducing emissions, I shall continue to do this until they ‘pop me in my coffin’. Are you proud of how you undermine genuine people and Companies? Will you continue to do your job at age 75?

The only way to find out the truth is to try a fuelsaver and a pain remover – I challenge you to take up the offer of the young lady distributor.

Your article states ‘the Trust has not seen any evidence they will reduce domestic energy consumption or household energy bills’

A)Have you or the Trust looked for any evidence? NO!

B)Have you or the Trust conducted scientific trials? NO!

C)Have you or the Trust studied the Warren Springs Laboratory report dated 1993 carried out on a car and a diesel truck? CLEARLY NOT. 

D)Have any of the negative SELF DUBBED scientists done any of the above? NO!

E)Did you or the Trust investigate why Felix Bloch & Edward Purcell won Nobel prizes in 1952 for their work on nuclear Magnetic Resonance? Spitfires and Hurricanes in World War II were fitted with Electro-Magnets to extend their time in the air.

F)You could have looked up the British Medical Journal Website or a Daily Mail article published on Friday 17th December 2004 (every good newspaper carried the story) and checked on the results of the scientific Tests commissioned by the Arthritic Research Campaign. The headline states “MAGNETIC RELIEF BRACELETS ‘REALLY WORK’.”But these positive testimonials along with many thousands of others would have ‘killed’ your article. So you DID NOT.

G)For every negative press article there 100 POSITIVE press stories. Did you ask the boss of Ecoflow for, say, 100 press articles about his products. Obviously NOT.

H)Did you ask the boss of Ecoflow for, say, 1,000 customer testimonials on his products? NO. That would have killed the article.

I)Did you conduct a survey of your friends and family and all the employees of the Mirror to see how many use Ecoflow fuel savers and/or wear a Bioflow? You would have received a shock.

J)Did you check to see if The Mirror offices use Thermoflows? You may have been surprised.

K)Did you try to find out why the most famous buildings in England have fitted Thermoflows? NO.

L)Did you scour your newspapers to see how many famous stars and sportspersons are wearing Bioflows in your photographs? NO. The boss of Ecoflow could have sent you copies.

You appear to have written the article having made two phone calls. Another sad day for journalism. 

I personally LEND Ecoflow/Bioflow products and nobody pays me anything until they have proven that they have benefited. 

January 16, 2009 1:23 PM 

Mark Keatley-Palmer said: 

I have used bioflow products for over 8 years. I don't really care why they work...

...just that they do!

If Mr Penman wants to conduct a very simple experiment, may I suggest that he obtains a disposable lighter & a gas bioflow. He should place his hand over and as close to the flame as he can comfortably endure, then introduce the bioflow and be prepared to move his hand further away - quickly!

The lighter burns hotter with no change to the gas flow - why? No idea! I'm just very happy for the principle to work on my gas boiler - it saves me money... what more could I possibly need to convince me? Nothing!

Mark

January 16, 2009 1:25 PM 

Val said: 

Val says,

Do You Think "we Canny " Scots would waste our hard-earned cash on products which don't work!- I Don't Think So!

THESE PRODUCTS REALLY WORK

I have worn a Bioflow for nearly 4 years, and it has been great with Pain Relief, my Fatigue has Gone, Mobility is Good, my doc was happy with my Blood Pressure, it has even cleared my sinus and Asthma problems.

My CAR has a Motoflow fitted, the Savings in Fuel have more than paid for it, and emissions greatly improved.

We have a Thermoflow on our GAS, the heat is Amazing, so much so that we can have it turned down to a low setting.

For sceptics out there, why not try them and see for yourselves how "Amazing" these Products really are, and don't listen to critics who have not!!

Look at Castlemagnets.co.uk

THESE PRODUCTS ARE SAVING US MONEY,AND I'D LIKE TO THINK HELPING THE ENVIRONMANT TOO.

January 16, 2009 1:25 PM 

Andrew Penman said: 

Since several comments to this thread have endorsed Bioflow, which was only mentioned in passing in the original story, I think the following is important for balance - although supporters of these products will not like it.

It is sometimes suggested that a study that was reported in the British Medical Journal supports the idea that magnets relieve pain caused by arthritis. This I think would surprise the BMJ. Assuming that we're all talking about the same study, the headline on the BMJ's editorial was: "Extraordinary claims, but no proved benefits".

No, it wasn’t.   That was the headline for a guest editorial the following week.   Does the Daily Mirror stand by all the comments in a guest editorial.

And here's a headline from New Scientist: "Magnetic bracelet pain relief probably placebo effect." This referred to a study in which one group wore powerful magnetic bracelets, another weak magnets, and a third a placebo. The flaw here is obvious - those wearing the placebo will know it, because their keys won't stick to the bracelet. So it's not surprising that this group reported the least apparent drop in pain. "But," the New Scientist goes on, "there was no statistically significant difference between the strong and weak magnet groups, as would be expected if the magnetic bracelet did have an actual physical effect."

Well someone didn’t read the study.  It said ”We found evidence of a beneficial effect of magnetic wrist bracelets on the pain XE "pain"  of osteoarthritis XE "osteoarthritis"  of the hip and knee XE "knee" . Self reported unblinding to treatment group did not substantially affect the results. Although there were problems with the weak magnets, a perspecification analysis suggested (but could not confirm) a specific effect of magnetic bracelets over and above placebo.”

The full article is at http://www.newscientist.com/article/dn6813-magnetic-bracelet-pain-relief-probably-placebo-effect.html

The BMJ piece is archived and harder to find, so I'll reproduce here its conclusions.

"Magnets are touted by successful athletes, allowed to be widely advertised, and sold without restrictions, so it is not surprising that lay people think that claims of therapeutic efficacy are reasonable. However— even theoretically— magnet therapy seems unrealistic. If human tissue were affected by magnets, one would expect the massive fields generated by magnetic resonance imaging to have profound effects. Yet the much higher magnetic fields of MRI show neither ill nor healing effects.

"Extraordinary claims demand extraordinary evidence. If there is any healing effect of magnets, it is apparently small since published research, both theoretical and experimental, is weighted heavily against any therapeutic benefit. Patients should be advised that magnet therapy has no proved benefits. If they insist on using a magnetic device they could be advised to buy the cheapest — this will at least alleviate the pain in their wallet."

This is the guest editorial by two known anti-magnotherapy advocates.

I don't suppose for a second that this will dent the faith of the magnet fans, but hopefully it will stop claims that the BMJ endorses these products.

The BMJ does not endorse, it prints peer-reviewed studies

And this is from the University of Virginia  “Dilation of blood vessels is often a major cause of swelling at sites of trauma XE "trauma"  to soft tissue XE "soft tissue" s such as muscles or ligaments XE "ligaments" .  The prior results on vessel constriction led Morris and Skalak to look closer at whether magnets, by limiting blood flow in such cases, would also reduce swelling.  Their most recent research, published in the November 2007 issue of the American Journal of Physiology, yielded affirmative results.”
January 16, 2009 1:50 PM 

Rose Chapman said: 

If this is 'investigative' journalism, then it is a sad day for the readers of this newspaper. Name calling shows the lack of skill of the writer. It is worrying that such a well read newspaper is allowed to knock a reputable company without any research whatsoever, there are plenty of dishonest companies, go and report on them (but do proper research first), and leave us to do our job. 

I've been a distributor for the past 12 years, if these products didn't work, I would definitely not be endorsing them, with the excellent money back guarantees the company would have gone bankrupt many years ago.

As for the comment from 'Jared' that Ecoflow have 'rallied their supporters', Ecoflow keep us up to date with any news, good or bad and leave distributors to make up their own minds about any action to take - unfortunately for the Mirror and Andrew Penman there are many of us, so I am sure this won't be the last comment left here.

PS I object strongly to the comment from 'anonymous' Jan 16th 1.05, it is extremely offensive and should be removed, it has no place here.

January 16, 2009 2:25 PM 

David Kilham said: 

I dont really care whether you two journalists believe it or not.I will just quietly keep spending the money that the 2400 litres of heating oil I save every year (as a result of fitting ecoflow magnets at home)would have cost me.

Its a pity you are not openminded enough to try it for yourselves.

Many of the greatest scientific discoveries ocurred by accident,they were not proven into existence by sceptical scientists.

January 16, 2009 2:39 PM 

Mark Keatley-Palmer said: 

Mr Penman

I suggested to my sister, the owner of a very mature English Springer that was suffering with stiff joints that left him unable to walk any great distance, that she buy him an animal bioflow.

This she did and within a few days her dog was running round their garden and showing vastly improved mobility.

I would be very interested to see the New Scientist explain away this improvement being due to "Magnetic bracelet pain relief probably placebo effect." 

Some dog owners might think their pets are highly intelligent, but surely not to extent that their dogs would understand the proposed benefits of a magnet attached to their collar.

I repeat, I don't really care why they work...

...just that they do!

Mark

January 16, 2009 2:46 PM 

Dan Fraser said: 

In 1898 Pieter Zeeman, a Dutch physicist showed that hydrogen subjected to a magnetic field absorbed more energy than it did when not so treated. Hydrogen, and other elements so treated become highly energised and when energy is released this is evident in greater heat being generated. There is a simple test to prove this but this means a face-to-face meeting with the doubters.

It follows, as every physicist knows that fuels such as gas, oil, petrol, diesel, paraffin will burn with greater heat when subjected to a magnetic field. Personally my car went from 37.34mpg before fitting a Motoflow (similar to Thermoflow) to 44.86mpg afterwards. On an unobstructed journey on dual carriageways and motorways it was possible to exceed 50mpg. My central heating bill improved with the fitting of a Thermoflow so that the cost was recovered within the first year.

Dan Fraser

January 16, 2009 3:35 PM 

Chris Sergeant said: 

Of course the BMJ does not endorse the products!! The BMJ is a journal which publishes peer reviewed articles. It is not in the habit of endorsing anything as far as I am aware. Even the editorial is the opinion of the editors not all scientists in the field. As with all scientific articles the original study was open to others who may agree or disagree with the conclusions. However, the original paper itself did offer evidence in support of the benefits of Bioflow. I read it through and responded to it when it was first published.

As far as your own response to all this pro-Bioflow correspondence is concerned I am still troubled by the idea that your own "evidence" is actually a "lack of evidence" when so many people have seen results for themselves. You dismiss practical evidence without real exploration yet expect others to accept your lack of theoretical evidence as proof itself. 

I suggest that if you cannot provide evidence Bioflow does NOT work or provide evidence they are harmful then surely the suffering patient has a right to trial them. Unlike many prescribed medicines they can get their money back if unsuccessful. If a person waits for your theoretical evidence are you prepared to take the responsibility for their continued suffering?

Chris Sergeant BSc MSc DipRCPath

January 16, 2009 3:45 PM 

Nick Fisher said: 

I read your column yesterday with interest, having been, like yourselves, extremely sceptical about such products. Thanks to a good friend, I was (reluctantly!) persuaded to try a bracelet following a couple of minor strokes and obtained what was to me a life changing result. This made me more receptive to other applications for magnetic tehnology. I didn't need to know the scientific basis for how these things work;- it worked for me and I was curious to see if they did what was said on the tin, so to speak. I can sum up my findings in two words: They Did! There is no "placebo" effect on my car or boiler, nor on my cat or my wife's horses, just savings to my wallet and naturally pain free animals.

I am now a part time distributor for Ecoflow and very happy being so. The number of returning customers I have had speaks volumes for their satisfaction with the company's products. I would urge you to try these products for yourselves - they turned this extreme sceptic around!

I do believe that the BMJ reference that you have paraphrased is different to the one that I point interested parties to, so I am including the address below:

http://www.bmj.com/cgi/content/full/329/7480/1450

Please keep up the good work! Whilst we may not see eye to eye on this particular matter, your column is always informative and I do believe that people would be unaware of some of the scams, etc. that you have exposed without your dedication.

January 16, 2009 3:48 PM 

Chris Sergeant said: 

Nick - glad you pointed people to this. The conclusion was that the more powerful magnets did offer pain relief whereas bith placebo and weak magnets did not offer as much. There is much more detail in the article but the summary was...

"Whatever the mechanism, the benefit from magnetic bracelets seems clinically useful"

That is not the BMJ endorsing it. Nor is it conclusive evidence as to the mechanism. 

Yet it is a very interesting read that opens up questions for those willing to explore.

Chris

January 16, 2009 4:29 PM 

steve peel said: 

May I point out that the article you published, without researhing the facts, is quite alarming, you know the strentgh of the media it can be good , but in this case is very damaging to say the least.

i am not a distributor for Ecoflow, but do know that some types of magnets do work if they are installed properly, i am talking about the ones that are used in industry up to 10 inch pipes for both water and fuel.

GMX International are world market leaders in this field and have interests with their agents in all continents of the world, and have many large customers like uk company BP, whos some time ago had hundreds of GMX8000 models fitted to their crude oil pipeline in Alaska USA, this company recently were given the GREEN BUSINESS award from the Co-OP Washington DC, so wake up ENERGY SAVINGS TRUST an let millioms of people benefit from using these ENERGY SAVING DEVICES.save money and reduce Harmful emissions.

ANDREW if you want real scientific facts ant real professional testimonials with back up data from the customers findings please vist:

www.gmxinternational.com or www.gmxfuel.com or contact info@ gmx-europe.eu

recently a GMX distributor fitted a set of GMX800 fuel conditioners to a Fish shop in Bolton the customer monitored his gas usage over a period of time before installation and then after using a scientific calculation presented his results to the distributor, the customer was highly delighted to have made a 26% saving which was once an expediture now a profit.

If you have the time to seek this info, digest it and re write your comments in your newspaper in the near future.

steve,

January 16, 2009 4:56 PM 

frances randall said: 

i know it works! i don't need someone who hasn't tried it to tell me anything different, Thankyou!!!

January 16, 2009 5:56 PM 

Tom said: 

There's one born every minute. Oh, hang on, it appears there's several born every minute and they're all posting on this thread.

These magnets don't improve fuel efficiency: it's complete and utter nonsense. Anyone who thinks they do is either trying to make money out it or ignorant of the facts.

Or has an open mind

If you want a easy to understand explanation then have a look at:

http://www.fuelsaving.info/magnets.htm
Do you believe you are not capable of telling whether you are saving money.  If so, contact an Ecoflow distributor and they will show you how to work out if you are making savings.

January 16, 2009 10:01 PM 

Billy said: 

Can Andrew Penman and Nick Sommerlad or anyone please add a comment and tell me why they have come to the conclusion why these products do not work, not by telling me they dont work as there is no scientific proof, but therefore supply the scientific proof why they dont work.

Billy.

January 16, 2009 11:13 PM 

Agnes Storrie said: 

All of the above comments are very interesting, and yes, I was directed to this article by Ecoflow and fellow distributors.

I would just like to say there are a lot of things in this world that I don't understand but that doesn't mean I have to dismiss them.

I put a piece of paper in a fax machine, dial a number and another piece of paper with exactly what my paper said on it comes out of a fax machine somewhere else in the world. That amazes me, I don't understand how it works but I still benefit from it.

I put a bracelet with magnets in it on my wrist and the pain I had in my hip goes away. That amazes me, I don't understand how it works but I still benefit from it.

As others have said, why not try one? You won't be disappointed.

Thermoflow, Motoflow, H2flow, Bioflow - take your pick, one or all, it's up to you, I'm convinced you too will find a benefit.

January 16, 2009 11:43 PM 

pv said: 

Isn't confirmation bias wonderful, and funny. The laws of physics have changed because a few people strap magnets to their gas pipes, turned down their thermostats, installed insulation and blocked a few drafts, then claim magnets save them money. They might also check the price of gas. It should be falling!

And beware of MRI scanners lest your brain turns to mush and your head explodes. 

What magnets are really good for is generating profit for Ecoflow by extracting money from the pockets of the gullible and scientifically illiterate. Anyone who defends this magnetic tosh deserves to be fleeced. It's the price of vanity and the arrogance of ignorance!

You’d have to be vain and ignorant not to try magnotherapy and magnetic treatments for fuel economy.   You can’t lose money trying it and there are plenty of studies showing an effect.

January 17, 2009 12:10 AM 

Liz Boyd said: 

Well now, after reading Mr Penmans laughable response to the overwhelming evidence provided by distributors and customers alike, I have to say that this is the sign of the times we now live in.

Lets form a sub committee to oversee the results of the committee that was looking into the findings of the agency that was testing the results of the board that was publishing the findings of the committee in the first place...

I feel nothing but pity for those critics who find it necessary to have an official opinion for every single product on the market (be it tested, approved or endorsed) and who seem incapable of thinking for themselves.

January 17, 2009 12:50 AM 

Jut said: 

Dear Andew Penman,

It makes a nice change to read a well researched article debunking a product made by con-artists instead of the usual pro'junk science' articles, usually copied straight from a press release.

Nope, they were quite unaware of the studies.  They fell for the ‘quackwatch pundits’ who feed you opinions and ignore studies. 

As you've probably gathered by now, these fruitloops usually have a small but vocal following of rabid supporters who would do well to go back to school and retake science.

I hope you continue to write about scams such as these.

January 17, 2009 6:40 AM 

Charles said: 

I can decide between

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Astroturfing

and 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Confirmation_bias

Keep the faith, magnet-fans!

January 17, 2009 8:38 AM 

Ian said: 

I am fascinated bythe number of similar claims from fans of this device:

"because the radiators in my home are so hot I don't have to put the heating on as often"

"my heat settings can be left on #2 and still get the same heat output as if it were on setting 3 with no thermoflow."

"Thermoflow on combi-boiler – had to reduce the settings on both our ‘hot air’ and hot water or live in a greenhouse and burn my hands"

"the thermoflow fitted to my gas supply has enbled me to turn the Hot Water Temperature to below the manufacturers recomended setting and still get piping hot water"

"We have a Thermoflow on our GAS, the heat is Amazing, so much so that we can have it turned down to a low setting"

It appears that this device does have an effect - it breaks your thermostat!

Not at all, the thermostat switches on the heat, and after the temperature rises to the off level, switches the heat off.   But the temperature keeps rising until the system cools down.   This overshoot is higher when the heat source, the burning fuel has a higher temperature.   Thus a hotter flame will raise the average temperature while the thermostat setting remains the same.

January 17, 2009 9:10 AM 

Cannonball Jones said: 

Would the company responsible care to provide any insight into the mechanism by which their magnets make these miraculous energy savings? I'm sure they must be dying to tell us all because they'll be responsible for a scientific revolution, will become filthy rich and household names, and will be a shoe-in for a Nobel prize.

What's that? They don't know how it works, it just does? Hmm...

Yup, just like aspirin and it took 60 years to work out the mechanism there

January 17, 2009 9:20 AM 

Anthony said: 

I bought an ecoflow magnet several years ago and I must say my life has been changed. Since I had it installed into my forehead in 2001, I have married Jennifer Anniston, won the lottery, survived a plane crash, train crash and drowning off the Cuban coastline, I have completed a PHD in brain surgery, performed a life saving heart operation on a defenceless African child, and prevented the outbreak of World War Three. This is all due to the miracle of stitching a magnet to my head. All hail the magnets!!!

January 17, 2009 10:45 AM 

David Hamilton said: 

the 'positive' comments about ecoflow are so obviously from stooges it's hilarious.

Quite a few look like they've been written by the same person. Putting a magnet on your gaspipe won't reduce your fuel bills, anyone who says it does is a scam artist or deluded.

January 17, 2009 11:25 AM 

Geekygeek said: 

Dear Andrew,

I am a secondary school science teacher. I am confident that I could use the apparatus available in my school science lab to test this device and prove one way or another whether it works. Of course, as a science teacher, I would be surprised if the device works because it would seem to use some kind of Physics I don't know about...but if you want to show the people who have been commenting on your article that you are indeed an "investigative reporter" I would happily help you to carry out a conclusive investigation into this product. Drop me a line if you're interested.

Sorry, you’re not qualified enough.   We’ve plenty of engineers who have tested our products, but their findings are dismissed as “not rigorous scientific evidence”

January 17, 2009 12:53 PM 

K-dog said: 

Mr Penman, thank you so much for a much needed article debunking the nonsense claims of cynical salesmen selling pseudo scientific claims to the scientifically illiterate masses. 

The burden of proof does not lie with Mr Penman to prove that these magnets do not work; he isn’t trying to sell them. The burden of proof lies with those making extraordinary claims that roundly ignore the laws of physics in order to sell a cheap bit of metal for a ridiculous mark up.

Nope, if you claim it is proved to work or not work, it is down to you to prove it.   Ecoflow distributors merely claim to refund your money if it doesn’t work for you.   And they’ve been doing so for 18 years.

January 17, 2009 1:00 PM 

Sili said: 

You really shouldn't set the temperature of your boiler below the recommended settings. 

The themostat is adjusted to ensure the water temperature remains the same. 

Too low and you'll get bacterial growth, too high and calcium carbonate starts depositing.

That’s OK, Magnetic treatments reduce limescale, “drawing water through a static magnetic field increases the aragonite calcite ratio in the deposit”, Trinity College Dublin.  More aragonite, less limescale deposited.   And we have reports that magnetic treatments slow down bacterial build-up in beer-lines

Magnetic fields may affect hydrogen gas (I'd have to check), but H_2_ is a completely different symmetry group than methane, CH_4_. Dihydrogen prolly has a quadrupole moment (too lazy to find a character table) which would allow for some effect from a magnetic field, but methane has too high symmetry for that I'm sure.

Also - if hydrogen is in any way 'split' by strong magnetic fields, why doesn't that show up in NMR, nuclear magnetic resonance, which is that standard method of identifying organic molecules? If the ecoflow magnets exceed the 10 Tesla field strength of a modern NMR spectrometer, I'd love to see anyone try to wrench it from the piping in their houses.

Actually - why does no-öne market these wonderful magnets to NMR machine manufacturers? As it is they have to use highly elaborate superconducting magnets cooled with liquid Helium in order to achieve those strong fields.

Heck, why hasn't anyone given any to CERN? It's horribly unkind to let them use so much money on building all those superconductors, when ecoflows should do just as well.

January 17, 2009 1:02 PM 

The Man in the Shed said: 

Is there a way to check the origin of all these "I'm an engineer and I know Ecoflow stuff works" posts?

They're all suspiciously similar. And very silly, obviously.

January 17, 2009 1:02 PM 

Derek C Fassbinder said: 

I have been using magnets for nigh on 300 years... yes, that's right THREE HUNDRED YEARS! Magnets you see...as well as magically altering water and gas and stuff, and helping with medical problems, can also cure the ultimate medical problem all of us get - death.

Just buy lots of Ecoflow products and live forever, what could be simpler! You'll probably get rich too!

Remember the catchphrase: "I don't know or care how/if it works, but if I'm stupid enough to think it might, who cares! (if it works) (or how)"

January 17, 2009 1:14 PM 

MJ Simpson said: 

So let's see: a small, fairly unknown company has developed a simple, cheap technology which significantly improves the fuel efficiency of internal combustion engines AND significantly improves the fuel efficiency of gas central heating systems AND has medical benefits for a wide range of human and animal ailments. Oh, AND it reduces limescale in drinking water supplies. (Boy, that's versatile!)

And yet none of the governments, councils, companies and organisations around the world which would benefit massively from this technology have adopted it. Every car manufacturer desperately wants to improve fuel efficiency but none of them are interested in incorporating this technology into their vehicles. Every company with a fleet of road vehicles - bus companies, haulage firms - wants to save costs but none of them have fitted these devices as standard. The UK government has a commitment to reducing carbon emissions and the fitting of these devices to every road vehicle in the country would go a long way towards achieving that - yet there are no plans to legislate for this.

Doesn't that strike people as odd? If this technology is so good, so versatile and so effective - why doesn't everyone use it?

Because ‘experts’ say it can’t possibly work and won’t waste time trying it.

January 17, 2009 2:10 PM 

Neuroskeptic said: 

I'm a keen Ecoflow fan and I strongly object to being called a "fruit-loop". I am a proud fruit cake, in that I also contain nuts.

January 17, 2009 2:23 PM 

I M Barking said: 

I reckon that strapping aubergines to my boiler will cut my fuel bill but the Energy Saving Trust refuses to spend time and money testing it merely because I haven't got any proof that it works. Oh, and I expect the Daily Mirror will sneer too.

January 17, 2009 3:25 PM 

Shill McDonald said: 

I am a paid shrill for this magnate stuff, and it works brilliantly. We sell loads to cretins and then spend our days pretending to be multiple people on the internet bigging up our own products. What a great job.

January 17, 2009 3:30 PM 

Steve Jones said: 

We have a claim by a manufacturer which they have been unable to substantiate to the satisfaction of advertising authorities. Further, these are claims which are not supported by independent authorities and which fly in direct contradiction to established scientific principles. Speaking as a physics graduate, the idea that you can somehow ionize methane through the application of strong magnetic field (which would require a major input of energy to strip electrons from the molecules) is so far outside the realms of scientific knowledge as to require a complete rethink of the very foundations of physics. Should somebody prove such a thing then a Nobel prize is theirs for the taking.

You are assuming a mechanism.   Do read the work that scientists are doing in this field cited previously.

Proving the effectiveness of this product would be a trivially easy experiment, well within the capabilities of any half-competent undergraduate science student. That there is not a single reference to any credible experiment of this sort being performed tells us a huge amount.

If you consider a half-competent student could devise a credible experiment, why don’t you accept the experiment done in 1991 by the DTI’s labs, the then experts on the subject.

All we have here to support this is a group of anecdotal comments by distributors with a financial interest plus a few others who appear to have been gullible enough to swallow this nonsense and convince themselves that they haven't wasted their money (a human trait to which many of us are prone, but some of whom raise it to the level of a religious faith). One or two do not even seem to understand how thermostats work, and virtually none have the foggiest notion of what a controlled experiment is and that a collection of anecdotes from the biased and the gullible does not constitute one jot of objective evidence.

The challenge is there - point to some properly controlled, repeatable, experiments by independent and capable organisations demonstrating the effectiveness of this product (namely increasing the heat produced by burning gas) after using one of these devices and all criticism will go and I (and many others) will eat humble pie. In the meantime claims like this can be taken as delusional rubbish. Spend your money on getting your boiler serviced and improving insulation. That does work.

Certainly, talk to any distributor and they will show you the results from independent and capable organisations.

January 17, 2009 3:36 PM 

Will said: 

He he, Ian! Yup, making your methane burn more efficiently should make it less expensive to get up to temperature, not make you want the boiler to be less hot?!

Again, a hotter heat source causes more system overshoot, and greater temperature fluctuations in the system controlled by the thermostat, thus increasing the average temperature.

Cu-koo, cu-koo!

Will. 

January 17, 2009 5:48 PM 

Reg Delmot said: 

Cannonball, the mechanism has already been described on this thread, it's "patented, C.R.P.(Central Reverse Polarity)technology". As should be obvious to anyone with GCSE science, this enables cleaner fuel burning by reversing the polarity of the neutron flow!

January 17, 2009 6:51 PM 

The Biologista said: 

To the pro-ecoflow lobby,

I would recommend you read Bad Science by Ben Goldacre or a similar book that explains why anecdotal evidence, be it from one person or 1000, is not meaningful and typically cannot be trusted. There are many really good reasons why we have peer-reviewed research, and why we go further than that still and do meta-analyses of that research. We humans naturally seek data that confirms our prejudice and ignore that which contradicts it. Our minds form causal links where there are none. Our memories are more frequently formed from rare unusual events than from the many mundane events. Our bodies react to the mere concept of therapies, even when those therapies are bogus. Put simply, our personal viewpoints are massively unreliable and this has been well-understood for a very long time.

Indeed and we have plenty of peer-reviewed controlled trials for magnotherapy.   Only 3 so far on the magnetic treatment of combustion.   These things take time and need to be independently funded.

Liz Boyd's sarcastic comment that we must "form a sub committee to oversee the results of the committee that was looking into the findings of the agency that was testing the results of the board that was publishing the findings of the committee in the first place" illustrates the problem here. You don't understand why we need large studies and trials. You guys haven't yet realised that all the testimonials in the world aren't worth one good randomised placebo controlled trial. And those trials, at least the ones relating to human health, are all coming up negative.

Not at all, I have found over 700 magnotherapy trials, only 10 were negative or had no effect.   

For those citing the BMJ study as evidence, Table 3 of that paper is most illuminating. It's called the placebo effect, and it's so much more interesting than magnets.

From the study

Is the effect real?

Our study has not entirely resolved the extent to which the effect of magnetic bracelets is specific or due to placebo. Blinding did not affect the pattern of results, but the validity of the self reporting of blinding status could be questioned. Although the analysis of per-specification bracelets also suggests a specific effect, the result is only a trend and needs confirmation. Therefore, we cannot be certain whether our data show a specific effect of magnets, a placebo effect, or both.

Whatever the mechanism, the benefit from magnetic bracelets seems clinically useful. The mean reduction in WOMAC A scores in the intervention group of 2.9 (27% change from baseline score) and the difference above placebo (1.3 points) is similar to that found in trials of frontline osteoarthritis XE "osteoarthritis"  treatments, including non-steroidal topical creams, oral nonsteroidal drugs (including cyclo-oxygenase 2 inhibitors), and exercise therapy. In a pivotal trial of cyclooxygenase 2 inhibitors17 in osteoarthritic patients with similar baseline pain XE "pain"  (mean WOMAC A score 10.7) and the same follow up period (12 weeks), the treatment effects (change above placebo) were 0.8, 1.5, and 1.9 points for the three doses studied. The difference we found in physical function scores (WOMAC C) also compares well with the above trials. 

Furthermore, the effects seem additive to those of the participants’ usual treatment. The (one off) cost of bracelets (around £30-£50 ($58-$96, €43-€92)), compares well with that of analgesics (paracetamol £20 a year, newer non-steroidal anti-inflammatories XE "anti-inflammatories"  £250 a year).

And further trials are planned

January 17, 2009 7:03 PM 

Canis Major said: 

I think some people hugely underestimate (or do not know of) the power of the placebo effect. (And, yes, it has been shown to work on animals.)

I think you mean the owners of the animals.   But who cares what the machanism is, is the animal looking and acting better.   If so, we have a result.

January 17, 2009 10:07 PM 

Chris Sergeant said: 

Those of you who propose supporters of the use of magnets go back to school may wish to spend time reading another article. 

http://ajpheart.physiology.org/cgi/content/full/294/1/H19

This follows on from other studies that have used animal experiments to show reduction in inflammatory markers following treatment with magnets. 

I quote:

In the current issue of American Journal of Physiology-Heart and Circulatory Physiology, Morris and Skalak expand greatly their prior observations. They provide an elegant, carefully controlled evaluation of the physiological effects of well-defined static magnetic fields on inflammatory agonist-induced edema in a rat hindpaw model. SMF therapy (10–70 mT) reduced histamine-induced edema by 20–50% and carrageenan-induced edema by 33–37%. The duration of field therapy required for maximal attenuation of edema corresponded to 50% of the time to peak edema: 15 min was most effective for histamine (which induced peak edema at 30 min), whereas 2 h were required for carrageenan (peak edema at 4 h). Furthermore, effective reduction of edema required SMF application immediately following induction of inflammation; SMF applied before injection or at the time of maximal edema had no effect on the responses. 

I am sure some companies would rather rely on people reporting benefits rather than vivisection but at least experiments carried out by such academic institutions support the view that magnetism does have an affect on human physiological mechanisms.

Of course we cannot extrapolate this to support the use of one company's wristband but it may just start to spark some curiosity in those who write "Anyone who defends this magnetic tosh deserves to be fleeced".

And can we get this reference to MRI out of the equation please! MRI is a relativelt short diagnostic imaging procedure not designed to treat people through the magnetism. Horses for courses.

After all, low dose aspirin needs to be taken each day to reduce the risk of atherosclerosis. It would not have the same affect if taken all in one go!

January 17, 2009 11:10 PM 

Dan McWilliams said: 

I first tried Ecoflow in the year 1066. It has saved me £120000000000000 in bills and cured several cancers that I had.

FACT: my car uses -9588839499949 litres of petrol per year. Yes, that's right, my car manufactures petrol because of ECOFLOW

FACT: my house is so hot it can be seen from space. and I only use 0.0000000000001 (unknown units) of gas.

BUY! BUY! BUY! BUY! BUY! BUY!

January 18, 2009 12:10 AM 

Arthur Brain said: 

Absolutely hilarious.

Apparently a bunch of marketing anecdotes is now scientific evidence according to the shysters who promote and sell this non-sensical junk-science product.

How on earth can a magnet strapped around your fuel line make your methane/petrol burn faster/better?

Who knows, but it does.

And how much of a fruit-loop would you have to be to believe such tosh?

Well a typical fruit-loop in your terms would be all the delegates to the Minsk International Colloquium on Physics of Shock Waves, Combustion, Detonation POI-6 and Non-Equilibrium Processes, MIC 2005, Minsk, 12 – 17 Nov., 2005 where one of the papers was on improvements in combustion caused by magnetic fields.

January 18, 2009 1:46 AM 

NT said: 

The possibilities are endless- here are some ideas.

1)Athletes would find benefit by breathing through some kind of magnetised tube, i.e oxygen would be magnetised enabling it to react more completely.

2)Magnets placed in the slot of Royal Mail boxes would enable letters to reach their destination sooner.

3)Magnets placed on taps would give better washing power to water.

4)I have an idea for a magnetic device that would make Viagara unnecessary, I think you can imagine where it would be mounted.

5)Magnets placed around the lens of a camera would energise light wavesmaking pictures brighter and clearer.

If you don't believe any of these work, just give them a try first.

January 18, 2009 12:15 PM 

steve peel said: 

It Is always good to see across reference of opinions for and against the use of magnets in conditioning water and fuel.

for those sceptics out there, a message to you all, HAVE you tried them out for yourself ?.

what have you got to lose, ecoflow giveas a 90 day moneyback guarantee, as do other manufactuers.

You know magnets have being used for hundreds of years in many applications. in my previous post I mentioned GMX INTERNATIONAL CORPORATION a California based company , who are world market laeders in the magnetic water and fuel conditioners, not just for homes but also right across industry. Many of these products are used in conjunction with reverse osmosis systems as an alternative to salt based water softneners, there are thousands out there using them and many states in the USA have banned the use of salt based water softeners because of the polution and high costs of ruuning them, there are many government departments across the world and i believe some councils in the UK, also hotel chains such as Great western and University's on student accomodation on their water treatment systems.

Once again I cannot speak for Ecoflow, but for the sceptics that have not read my other post please vist and read the facts by going to www.gmxinternational.com there is everything you need to know, you can also visit gmx fuel.com or email for further informstion at info@gmx-europe.eu

i dont know about Ecoflow if someone is going to give the sceptic science teacher a product to test, but i am willing to supply him with product for both water and fuel conditoning, perhaps if he reads the scientific facts first and understands the findings of Dr Kronenburg's reports then contact me so i can send product to be tested.

As for another post presented earlier some water companies in this country are selling magnets for the removal of limecsale in hard water areas, i think Severn Trent is one of them.

Just to finish off the a leading USA standards agency reports that as little 3/8" of scale on a boiler element will lose you 55% energy, that is a lot of money down the drain, so wake up people get going and save money and help the environment.

steve

January 18, 2009 12:28 PM 

David said: 

As can be seen from this American article these things just don't work :-

http://www.csicop.org/si/9801/powell.html
And look here and you will see what Powell missed.

http://marvellousmagnets.com/doc/Sceptics.doc
January 18, 2009 1:59 PM 

Billy said: 

Dan and Arthur, you have both proved you are total fruit - loops by writing coments like that.

January 18, 2009 3:59 PM 

Val Daykin said: 

Opinions of those who have never seen (other than a picture in the ‘Mirror’), touched or tried the object but feel qualified to express an opinion.

I’m not going to waste a load of time justifying my first hand experience. Oh ye of little FAITH!

FAITH. Now there is something completely different. ‘Belief that does not rest on logical proof or material evidence.’: definition 3. in my dictionary.

Response to Edward, Jan 16, 12.34 pm. I’ve waited until Sunday to send further comment to “someone will tell me that a big, invisible being that lives in the sky that has control over my destiny exists.

Well Edward; ‘big’ yes – enormous even; ‘invisible’ yes; lives ‘in the sky’ no – inside of me and myriads more; has ‘control’ – prefer guides me – when I seek help; ‘exists’ – without doubt.

I suggest you put not just Thermoflows, but God, to the test. Are you bold enough, or just a lot of ‘hot air’?

And yes, I don’t just benefit from Ecoflow products as a user and distributor, I’m a Christian to boot!

2000 years on and they still haven’t silenced us. I wish Ecoflow and its products the same longevity.

The parallels are unbelievable; both invisible forces that change peoples lives.

And no, don’t go there. No amount of sarcasm, cynicism or scepticism will move me from my solid beliefs.

January 18, 2009 6:00 PM 

Kenny said: 

If i recall my science correctly you would need a magnetic field of rediculous strength to have any effect upon the orbit of an electron, something in the realm of 100000000000000000000000000000000000 times the power of a modern MRI machine.

A redomised trial performed three years ago in Atlanta showed that by being told you will increase MPG for a vahicle can have a noticable effect, not upon the actually fuel efficiency of the vehicle but in the manner of the driver, the actual magnetic devices they used could not be shown to have had any impact upon MPG of the vahicles.

Do point us to where that trial can be found.

As to the medical applications of the devices, they most likely work the same way so many therapies do, placebo effect, and if this works for you great keep using it, but correclation does not mean causation.

Plenty of double blinded pleacebo controlled trials out there.

January 18, 2009 10:17 PM 

Ingrid York said: 

Yes I am a Distributor.

I have spent the morning reading all the comments on Ecoflow. I think the best thing for you to do (especially Andrew Penman) is to conduct your own survey. Firstly list all your freinds, Relations, Neighbours and collegues. Ask all of them if they use either a Bioflow or other magnetic devise for health or if they use a magnetic device for reducing the cost of central heating or motor fuel costs. Cross these people out as we don't want any FRUIT LOOPS in this survey. Out of the people that are left carefully pick 3 to 5 people that suffer with Migraine, Arthritis etc. (you could chuck in a couple of arthritic dogs) and 3 to 5 people that would like to save money on their fuel bills. Contact your local Ecoflow distributor, if you can't find one Ecoflow will be able to help. Ask the distributor to participate in the survey by helping with product. You however must monitor the progess and results over the 90 days. Try one yourself at the same time. This way you will find out first hand if Bioflow/Ecoflow really does work.

If you would like to hear my personal story please contact me including copies of my 2002 Gas bills (12 months of Thermoflow) and remember Bioflow also works on Sceptics and Pets.

Contact me on www.beecowithus.co.uk

January 19, 2009 11:00 AM 

Wyn Maskell said: 

I am also a proud distribuor of Ecoflow. We have got fantastic products, and an excellent Business Opportunity!! 

Following a car accident, i had a number of health problems. I was prompted to try the Bioflow, although i was sceptical, and with the 90 day money back guarantee, i couldn't go wrong. I have experienced so much benefits from the magnetic bracelet, it's incredible - life changing!! AND the truth is it has changed so many lives!! INCREDIBLE! 

I can't stand reading the comments made by some people who have not even tried the products! You must TRY the products to experience the BENEFITS! I don't care how they work, but they DO! 

I only have to walk down the street, and people will come to me with their orders. Why? Because they know of someone who has bought a product, and had a remarkable result. Isn't that powerful! Would they order if they knew they didn't work. Don't think so!! 

All of the products are retailed through Distributors which means that Ecoflow do not have to advertise - sorry Daily Mirror!! 'Word of mouth' is the most powerful selling technique. 

Maybe you need to have a look at the profit plan - and see the earning potential from Ecoflow. We are in middle of a global recession, and nobody's job is secure. One day you all might need an additional income, if so, contact me and i would be more than happy to give you a business presentation - you never know what's round the corner!! 

January 19, 2009 12:27 PM 

Barbara Dawson said: 

I have been an Ecoflow distributor since 1997 and love their products. My bracelet has helped to keep me pain free since 1996.  I was diagnosed with arthritis at age fifteen and am now sixty four.

As for the Thermoflow we have one fitted on our oil central heating boiler and it cuts down on our fill ups.

We also had one fitted on our old Citroen AX. It was thirteen years old when we parted company. When given a random roadside emission test it passed with flying colours.

The amount of satified customers gives testament to the quality of these products. 

January 19, 2009 12:56 PM 

Anonymous said: 

I am currently studying Biology at the University of York and require a case study on "Public Perceptions of Science".

All the ridiculous jargon, unsupported claims and pseudoscience in these comments is laughable, quite honestly. I haven't seen anything close to a believable mechanism for why this would work. Only bias squabbling and pure ignorance. Have you even thought about other places where there are magnets? Personal headphones for example.... did anyone find they miraculously recovered from earache or migraines? Somehow, I think not.

Reading this article and the attached comments has helped me out a great deal. Thank you all, magnet-groupies!

Holly.

I suggest you don’t mention magnets for your case study.   You would be asked about all the studies from other universities on magnotherapy, I’ve found over 700, and why you thought they were pseudo science.  For example a University of Virginia study in 2007 showed magnets can reduce swelling when applied after an inflammatory injury.   This was part of an ongoing series of studies on the biological effects of magnets

January 19, 2009 1:13 PM 

El Pollo Diablo said: 

I am an engineer, and I have an Ecoflow magnet attached to my water supply. Apparently it's supposed to reduce the water hardness. As far as I can tell, it does sweet FA. My kettle still needs de-scaling every six months, our water needs to settle before it's drinkable. So yes, I have given it a try, without the prior expectation that it would work (thus cancelling out the placebo effect) and - hey presto! - it doesn't work. If you think it does, you're a deluded pillock.

January 19, 2009 4:04 PM 

Bill Lawson said: 

The insulting language used by some contributors here is uncalled for. 

Lets get back to hard facts - since Ecoflow was launched in 1991, hundreds of thousands of people have benefited from the products, both for pain relief and fuel saving. They can not all be wrong. The very few who were not satisfied got their money back. 

Try to tell all those who have had positive results that they should stop using the products, and see what their response is!

Long may Ecoflow continue to help their customers improve their quality of life and cut down fuel costs.

January 19, 2009 5:43 PM 

Anonymous said: 

It doesn't work - it's a scam.....

It doesn't work - it's a scam.....

It doesn't work - it's a scam.....

It doesn't work - it's a scam.....

It doesn't work - it's a scam.....

Threatens your belief system does it?

January 19, 2009 6:12 PM 

Chris Sergeant said: 

Emotions, emotions, emotions.

At one extreme we have people who clearly believe none of the products work and resort to sarcasm and insult. 

At the other we have well intentioned distributors of the products suggesting possible mechanisms or slightly odd anecdotes to support their claims.

Somewhere in the middle there are a few who try and keep things reasonably even-handed. Those who have experienced benefits that are difficult to explain away through "placebo". Those who may have read some of the academic research that involved actual analysis of inflammatory markers in animals rather than human perception of pain. 

To those who have not tried a product your choice is simple. Try one or do not try one. You can listen to those who say "you would be a fruit loop to try" or "even if it works it is only you thinking it works". Or you could listen to those who say "try it and if it does not work for you we will give you your money back".

Freedom of choice and accepting every individual has the right to be given as much information as they want to be able to make that choice.

I know I have responded a number of times here. I have been trying to put a sense of perspective into all of this. 

Simple fact is that my attempts at opening up avenues of debate seem to fall on deaf ears. The sarcasm and the group entrenchment mentality wins out.

I gave it my best shot. Now I move on to other things.

I hope we all keep exploring.

January 19, 2009 6:44 PM 

steve peel said: 

HI El pollo

Let me explain something to you, as i have said twice before in posts, that i have no conection to Ecoflow, first of all, if it does not work they will give you your moneyback. secondly in my experience 1 magnet will not rid you of limescale build up, it is based on contact time where water passes through the magnetic field thus putting minerals in suspension so they dont stick to your pipework and taps shower roses and kettles.WHAT AREA DO YOU LIVE IN AND HOW HARD IS YOUR WATER ? in ppm parts per million. we install into indusrial outlets as well as domestic and homes we use at least 4 gmx800 models, you must place 2 after your stopcock 1" apart befoe it splits to other cold service and depeding what kind of water boiler you have you should put 1 or 2 on you hot pipe out of boiler before it splits to other hot services gmx have lifetime warranty and a 120 day moneyback guarantee and to date nobody in the UK or the rest of Europe has asked for their moneyback

Also as an engineer in water treatment I installed into our villa in Turkey a 4 model system as the water is very hard there and we also did the community swimming pool and put 2 sets of gmx848's on the return pipes to the pool with fantastic results that is 12 happy owners in one complex saving on pool chemical usage to the tune of £630.00 per year where the intitial investment of

£552.00 +vat was spent. some companies advertise that you dont have to drain your storage boiler after installation say a 3 month period, the answer is you must otherwise you end up with a load of calcium sludge and other minerals,in the bottom of your boiler /storage tank, when you emty these you will know that they are working, believe me it could be a bucket full, and dont forget the USA buero of standards claim that 3/8's of an inch will lose you 55% energy, you also have these on washing machines etc, why use chemicals they are unfriendly and have on going costs. I hope this answers your question.

Steve

January 19, 2009 9:13 PM 

NT said: 

From a site selling Ecoflow products 

http://www.ecomagnets.com/motoflow.htm

"In a similar way that water conditioned by heat (hot water) carries more energy and mixes with other substances more readily than cold water, fuel conditioned by a strong magnetic force carries more energy and mixes more readily with air resulting in a more complete combustion. i.e. more energy and less waste from the same amount of fuel."

How does the magnetic device pass energy to the fuel, where does the extra energy come from? Why doesn't the magnet experience a loss of energy? 

If it does pass energy to the fuel without experiencing a loss of energy itself then it violates the first law of thermodynamics. Can any of the scientists who have praised these devices explain, please?

One theory is that the energy comes from the movement of the fluid past the magnet.   Kinetic energy of motion is transformed into some other form of energy.   But again the mechanism is not understood.   But it works.

January 19, 2009 10:32 PM 

Professor Frederick Foobar Dip Chem Ing said: 

I too have invested in a Ecoflow however, since doing that my wife has left me, my youngest son has joined the French Foreign Legion and my dog died. As a chemical engineer I must stress, don't buy these devices.

Take your Ecoflow back for a refund under guarantee.   Unless you don’t want your wife to come back.<g>

January 20, 2009 11:08 AM 

erik said: 

This is a scam. The people commenting about the product in a positive are involved in the scam. Their comments should be ignored as bias and deliberately misleading.

It is common for those that run scams and get-rich-quick schemes to rally the truth and comment in numbers when a truthful expose like this appears.

Where is the scam?   Since 1991 these products have been sold with a money back guarantee.   If it doesn’t work you get your money back.  If there was a scam, people wouldn’t be getting their money back.   But that is not the complaint.   The complaint came from someone who had not tried the product but objected to it in theory.

This is the 21st century equivalent of snake oil, dont touch their 'products' with a bargepole

You can’t lose money trying Ecoflow products, Either they work and save you money, Or you get your money back.

January 20, 2009 1:43 PM 

steve peel said: 

To Eric,

have you ever tried any sort of magnet on water or fuel conditioning ? If you have not then i suggest you keep quiet with your remarks, if you have had a bad experience regarding these products own up and tell me who's they were and nhow they were installed.

I have researched these products worldwide over the years.

An article in a API publication it reads,

The potential benefits which could be derived from a non chemical method of water conditioning of this type (magnetic fluid conditioning)include reduced energy requirements, water conservation,reduction or elimination of chemical feed and control requirements, and reduced pollution.

American Petroleum Institute, Washigton DC

evaluation of the principals of Magnetic water treatment.

No one argues whether magnetic treatment is effective or not: In Russia the magnetic treatment of water is used extensively and with tremendous econimic effect".

V.I. Klassen Ph.D Institute of mineral fuels,Acadamy of science

But the magnet isn't everything . Unless magnetic fluid conditioning are designed to take advantage of the principles of magnetohydrodynamics they are worthless. The products of GMX- the leader in this technology - are not only properly designed, they are designed better than any other products of their kind.

THERE ARE 3 REASONS FOR THIS;

1,CONTACT TIME

The amount of time a fluid is in contact with the magnetic field," The amount of contct time is indicated by the lentgh of pipe that is exposed to the magnetic field. the more contact time , the more effective the conditioning .Some magnetic fluid conditioners give the fluids only half-inch contact time.That's a major difference.

2 FOCUS

The focus of the energy field is another essential factor. A msgnetic fluid conditioning unit must be focused properly on the fluid that runs through thr pipe. If the the water or fuel is not squarely within the focus range.

3 THE MAGNET'S STRENTGH

All GMX magnetic fluid conditioning products are made with grade 8 ceramic magnets developed by NASA. Ceramic magnets are the only material known to mah to hold a permanent magnetic charge throughout a human's lifetime. In 125 years these lose less than 3 percent of their power.

unfortunatly there are companies out there making magnets which do not work and which are very cheap to buy, GMX Models are a lot more expensive even than Ecoflow the fuel magnet starts at around £90.00 and othe models are around £132.00 each and even more for the large industrial models.

I have tried many a magnet from different countries

and must say GMX cannot be beaten

Steve

January 20, 2009 4:55 PM 

John Bain said: 

This thread seems to be dying down now, so I'll try to summarise the position.

Regardless of what they say, no manufacturer or scientific body knows for certain how these magnetic products work on fuel.

The study I quoted earlier from the Minsk Combustion conference identified 3 different possible mechanisms and the research teams working on each of these mechanisms. It will take years before we know which if any of these theories is correct. Remember aspirin took 60 years.

However, each of those scientific teams have published studies identifying areas where magnetic fields do improve combustion, so magnets do work.

The only question is whether magnetic treatment will work on your particular installation, and the only way to find out is to try it, but make sure your vendor offers a good money back guarantee.

Ecoflow has been selling magnets for fuel since 1991, with a good money back guarantee, Ecoflow says 90 days, but as you will have seen from this thread, many individual distributors extend that to a year.

If their devices were a scam, the company and its distributors could not stay in business, and the Mirror would have lots of letters from customers who could not get their money back. But that doesn't happen. The only complaints are from people who haven't tried the products.

So, if you want to save money on fuel, make sure you have a good money back guarantee from a company that has been in business for many years.

If you are not sure how to measure how effective the magnets are, ask your distributor or vendor how you should calculate this before you buy the magnets.

Best wishes, John

January 20, 2009 10:37 PM 

Holly said: 

To Steve Peel

I would like to highlight a rather suspicious contradiction in terms in one of your comments...

"i have no connection to Ecoflow" A fine (if hard to believe) statement. However, the following makes it all seem a little dubious...

"we install into industrial outlets as well as domestic and homes we use at least 4 gmx800 models"

Who is this "we"? Is it, by any chance, the company you clearly have a connection with?

It’s not Ecoflow

I rest my case.

January 21, 2009 2:40 PM 

David said: 

Over and over you keep hearing the same phrase "just try it!".

This is standard marketing tactics: As long as they part with their money, it'll be too late and too much trouble for them to get their money back (if we haven't done a runner in the meantime!)

Again, the company has been around for 18 years, and no-one has complained about not getting their money back.   The only people complaining are people like you who haven’t tried it.

I love the first post from the 'chemical engineer' that can't spell 'central', lmao!

There is not one, NOT ONE scientific study that shows that this scam works. It is NOT utilised by car manufacturers, the NHS, water companies etc, because simply it does not work.

The only purchasers are members of the public who can be scammed into buying it either through dodgy, vague newspaper adverts or online. You don't see these products in shops as they'd be prosecuted by trading standards.

A plethora of anecdotes, not a jot of scientific proof.

January 21, 2009 3:59 PM 

Chris said: 

David - have you tried it?

In fact the way you talk so disrespectfully about Ecoflow i suspect you may be attached to a similar, opposition company? For what other reason could you have built up so much opposition?

I have had the fortune to try the magnetic wristbands, and have seen them work for several people - reducing pain, improving sleep, healing a nasty burn on someones leg.

I'm not trying to convince anyone, but i don't like seeing someone publicly accusing something of being a 'scam' when i know 100% that it is not.

All i can say is that i'm happy to see so many other people have benefited from one or more of Ecoflow's products. Those who slate the company, are the only losers.

I honestly don't believe that the company would still be trading after 18 years, and have royal visits if it was a 'scam' and conning people out of their money.

It's actually quite sad to see you being so negative. If your personal view is that they don't work (after having at least tried them first), then that's fine. But don't tell people who clearly have noticed beneficial results that they have been 'scammed'.

January 21, 2009 11:07 PM 

steve peel said: 

to Holly and David,

First of all, let me explain to Holly, that is correct (no connection). Nothing suspicious at all.

i read the newspaper when this article was published, and was not ammused by its detail Ecoflow is clearly a competitor.

I will not dispute whether theirs work or not, because i have never tried them, there is lots of companies manufacturing these products all over this world, some as cheap as £9.00 each for fuel and water, when these cheapies are installed they appear not to work for several reasons and this is where the bad name comes in, so the sceptics jump on the Band wagon and dismiss all maufacturers.

I will repeat myself, read my previous posts and visit the sites ive given, get the facts.

Some years ago I wanted to get rid of limescale in our plumbing system as it was quite bad, i researched salt based water softeners, to find they were very expensive and had on going costs, so I then heard about the magnets, i searched the net for all kinds, and as i said some very cheap and some more expensive. I decided to buy a set from GMX International in the USA, remember i contacted them, anyhow we installed them in our home and were delighted with the results, to that point we took some models to \turkey and put them in the villa and the shared pool as i said in the other post, with fantastic results. I then approached GMX to see if they had a european distributor, they said no, so we became the distributor, I hope this answers your question.

to David,

Have you read all my posts on this subject, im not here to sell you anything or anyone else, I'm just trying to defend my business thank you.

You say in your post only the public are targeted and not businesses, wake up lad and do your research. There are a number of water companies selling types of magnets for this type of treatment there is also many a large compannies buying magnets for water condtioning even BP, Great Western Hotels University campus (Student accomodation blocks), American Motorcycles,Also a council in the London region, all satisfied customers.So where do you get your information from ?.

Steve

January 22, 2009 11:09 AM 

The Biologista said: 

Chris,

Show us studies which demonstrates that your claims of improved sleep, reduced pain and burn healing due to these magnets is real and cannot be accounted for by placebo. Your anecdotes are worthless. "Just try it" is worthless. The studies done to date say they don't work, so we are not obliged to "just try it". We would be fools to part with our money when the objective evidence says this simply does not work. The burden of evidence is on you, not on the sceptics. So show us.

January 22, 2009 12:38 PM 

steve peel said: 

hello to all, for and against inc Andrw Penman, who has never replied to my posts.

I want to make this my final entry on this forum,

please check the SCENTIFIC FACTS, Testimonials and results from Businesses all over the world, they are there in black and white.

GO TO www.gmxinternational.com or www.gmxfuel.com or www.gmx-europe.eu.

If you are just a reader of these posts and want to discuss this topic privately or have problem with hard water/fuel saving etc, in your business or home, then contact info@gmx-europe.eu

But please read the facts etc, first, you are not under any obligation to buy, we only supply to people and Industry who want them, and we do not pester anyone, it not good for business.

I thank you all

Steve

January 22, 2009 1:29 PM 

John Bain said: 

The Biologista said: 

>>>>Show us studies which demonstrates that your claims of improved sleep, reduced pain and burn healing due to these magnets is real and cannot be accounted for by placebo.>>>>

I included the following studies in this post, but they did not appear.

2 Sleep Studies

Pulsed Magnetic Field Therapy For Insomnia XE "insomnia" : A Double-Blind XE "double-blind" , Placebo-Controlled XE "placebo-controlled"  Study 

Pelka RB, Jaenicke C, Gruenwald J., Universitat der Bundeswehr Munchen Neubiberg/Munich, Germany. 

Adv Ther 2001 Jul-Aug;18(4):174-80

Abstract: 

This 4-week double-blind XE "double-blind" , placebo-controlled XE "placebo-controlled"  study assessed the efficacy of impulse magnetic-field therapy for insomnia XE "insomnia" . One hundred one patients were randomly assigned to either active treatment (n = 50) or placebo (n = 51) and allocated to one of three diagnostic groups: (1) sleep XE "sleep"  latency; (2) interrupted sleep; or (3) nightmares. Efficacy endpoints were intensity of sleep latency, frequency of interruptions, sleepiness XE "sleepiness"  after rising, daytime sleepiness, difficulty with concentration, and daytime headaches XE "headaches" . In the active-treatment group, the values of all criteria were significantly lower at study end (P < .00001). The placebo group also showed significant symptomatic improvement (P < .05), but the differences between groups were highly significant (P < .00001). Seventy percent (n = 34) of the patients given active treatment experienced substantial or even complete relief of their complaints; 24% (n = 12) reported clear improvement; 6% (n = 3) noted a slight improvement. Only one placebo patient (2%) had very clear relief; 49% (n = 23) reported slight or clear improvement; and 49% (n = 23) saw no change in their symptoms. No adverse effects of treatment were reported. 

Magnetic Mattress XE "mattress; magnetic" 

 XE "magnetic mattress"  Pad Use in Patients with Fibromyalgia XE "fibromyalgia" 

 XE "Fibromyalgia" : a Randomized Double-blind Pilot Study.

Colbert A P, Markov M S, Banerji M,Pilla A A TA \l "Colbert A P, Markov M S, Banerji M,Pilla A A" \s "Colbert A P, Markov M S, Banerji M,Pilla A A" \c 1  

Journal of Back and Musculoskeletal Rehabilitation XE "rehabilitation"  13 (1999) 19-31 ISSN 1053-8127

Objective: To determine if the chronic pain XE "chronic pain" 

 XE "pain"  and sleep XE "sleep"  disturbances experienced by patients with fibromyalgia XE "fibromyalgia"  can be improved by sleeping on a magnetic mattress XE "mattress; magnetic" 

 XE "magnetic mattress"  pad.

Conclusions:  Sleeping on a magnetic mattress XE "mattress; magnetic" 

 XE "magnetic mattress"  pad, with a magnet surface field strength of 1100+-50 Gauss, delivering 200-600 Gauss at the tissue level provides statistically significant and clinically relevant pain XE "pain"  relief XE "pain relief"  and sleep XE "sleep"  improvement in subjects with fibromyalgia XE "fibromyalgia" .  No adverse reactions were noted during the16-week trial period.

3 Pain Studies

Response of pain XE "pain"  to static magnetic fields in postpolio patients: a double-blind XE "double-blind"  pilot study. 

Vallbona C; Hazlewood CF; Jurida G TA \l "Vallbona C; Hazlewood CF; Jurida G" \s "Vallbona C; Hazlewood CF; Jurida G" \c 1  Department of Family and Community Medicine, Baylor College of Medicine, Houston, TX 77030, USA. 

Source Arch Phys Med Rehabil TA \l "Arch Phys Med Rehabil" \s "Arch Phys Med Rehabil" \c 2 , 1997 Nov, 78:11, 1200-3 

Abstract  OBJECTIVE: To determine if the chronic pain XE "pain" 

 XE "chronic pain"  frequently presented by postpolio patients can be relieved by application of magnetic fields applied directly over an identified pain trigger point. DESIGN: Double-blind randomized clinical trial. 

CONCLUSIONS: The application of a device delivering static magnetic fields of 300 to 500 Gauss over a pain XE "pain"  trigger point results in significant and prompt relief of pain in postpolio subjects.

Effects of static magnets on chronic knee XE "knee"  pain XE "knee pain" 

 XE "pain"  and physical function: a double-blind XE "double-blind"  study.

Hinman MR, Ford XE "Ford"  J, Heyl H.

Department of Physical Therapy, University of Texas Medical Branch, Galveston, USA.

Altern Ther Health Med 2002 Jul-Aug;8(4):50-5 

OBJECTIVE: To determine the effects of static magnets on the pain XE "pain"  and functional limitations associated with chronic knee XE "knee"  pain due to degenerative joint disease. 

CONCLUSIONS: The application of static magnets over painful XE "painful"  knee XE "knee"  joints XE "joints"  appears to reduce pain XE "pain"  and enhance functional movement.

Summary of a 12 month, double-blind XE "double-blind" , clinical test of magnetic mattress XE "mattress; magnetic" 

 XE "magnetic mattress"  pads, 

Kazuo Shimodaira, San-Ikukai.  

Tokyo Communication Hospital, Obstetrics and Gynecology, Tokyo, Japan 1990. 

This study demonstrated effective pain XE "pain"  control in over 70% of 375 individuals who used static magnetic mattress XE "magnetic mattress" 

 XE "mattress; magnetic"  pads for a variety of musculoskeletal pain complaints.  

Static magnetic field therapy for symptomatic diabetic XE "diabetic"  neuropathy XE "neuropathy" : a randomized, double-blind XE "double-blind" , placebo-controlled XE "placebo-controlled"  trial.

Weintraub MI, Wolfe GI, Barohn RA, Cole SP, Parry GJ, Hayat G, Cohen JA, Page JC, Bromberg MB, Schwartz SL; Magnetic Research Group. Department of Neurology XE "neurology" , New York Medical College, Valhalla, NY, USA. miwneuro@pol.net

Arch Phys Med Rehabil. 2003 May;84(5):736-46

OBJECTIVE: To determine if constant wearing of multipolar, static magnetic (450G) shoe insoles can reduce neuropathic pain XE "pain"  and quality of life (QOL) scores in symptomatic diabetic XE "diabetic"  peripheral neuropathy XE "diabetic peripheral neuropathy"  (DPN). 

CONCLUSIONS: Static magnetic fields can penetrate up to 20mm and appear to target the ectopic firing nociceptors in the epidermis and dermis. Analgesic XE "analgesic"  benefits were achieved over time.

PMID: 12736891

2 burns studies

Effect of a flow-frequency alternating magnetic field on the microflora and healing XE "healing"  of burn wounds XE "burn wounds" 

 XE "wounds" 
Ga¨iduk VI; Skachkova NK; Fedorovskaia EA TA \l "Ga¨iduk VI; Skachkova NK; Fedorovskaia EA" \s "Ga¨iduk VI; Skachkova NK; Fedorovskaia EA" \c 1  

Vestn Khir TA \l "Vestn Khir" \s "Vestn Khir" \c 2 , 134(4):69-74 1985 Apr 

Abstract  Under observation were 77 patients with burned hands XE "hands" . It was shown that the application of the alternating low frequency magnetic field resulted in the inhibition of the microbial flora of burn wounds XE "burn wounds" 

 XE "wounds" , raised the sensitivity of staphylococci and blue pus bacillus to a number of reserve  XE "antibiotics" antibiotics, accelerated the healing XE "healing"  of superficial burns XE "burns"  and preparation of the wounds for  XE "autodermoplasty" autodermoplasty after deep burns. The authors recommend to use magnetotherapy in the complex treatment of burned hands. 

Therapeutic Application of Constant and Low-Frequency Magnetic Fields

V.M. Bogoliubov & L.A. Skurikhina,

Vopr Kurortol Fizioter Lech Fiz Kult, (2), 1979, p. 65-72. 

This review article cites studies pointing to the efficacy of low-frequency magnetic fields in the treatment of a wide variety of conditions, including burns XE "burns" , arthritis XE "arthritis" , fractures XE "fractures" , arterial XE "arterial"  aneurysms, PMS, phantom pain XE "phantom pain" 

 XE "pain" , tuberculosis XE "tuberculosis" , ischemic heart disease XE "ischemic heart disease" , hypertension XE "hypertension" , bronchial asthma XE "bronchial asthma" 

 XE "asthma; bronchial" 

 XE "asthma" , and ulcerated varicose XE "varicose"  veins XE "varicose veins" 

 XE "veins" , among others.

The Biologista said: “Your anecdotes are worthless. "Just try it" is worthless. The studies done to date say they don't work, so we are not obliged to "just try it". We would be fools to part with our money when the objective evidence says this simply does not work. The burden of evidence is on you, not on the sceptics. So show us.”<<<<<<

You are making the claim “they don’t work”. Back this up with studies. But you cannot because you are merely repeating hearsay.

John

January 22, 2009 3:06 PM 

chris said: 

Studies? Facts are facts, if someone has suffered from really poor sleep for years, and then within days of wearing a Bioflow suddenly notices a massive improvement of sleeping right through the night, every night from now onwards - are you telling me that counts for nothing unless a scientist is camped out next to her bed with a room full of equipment to monitor it and publish in the Medical Journal?

If someone lived for years with the pain and discomfort in their knees / hands / shoulder from arthritis, and then within a few days/weeks of wearing a bracelet they clearly were feeling less pain. You think that's all in their mind as a placebo effect? 

Several people have already pointed out as well that you have 3 months after purchase in which to decide if you are getting the results expected, if not you can return it! Sounds pretty darn fair to me. And as for 'taking your money and doing a runner' - well, again i just feel sad that you've adopted this view for whatever reason.

It just amazes me why people should be so dismissive when it's clear that they do work! 

Full marks to those open minded people who choose to give it a go and enjoy the results, be it pain relief or saving money on their fuel...as opposed to wasting years for the results of 'studies' to confirm something that others have know works for years!

January 22, 2009 3:59 PM 

John Bain said: 

For some reason, the studies I posted here on the 22nd at 3.06pm have not appeared in the posting.

There were 2 sleep studies, 3 pain studies and 2 burns studies.

You can read them here

http://marvellousmagnets.com/dailymirror_21.html

Best wishes John

January 22, 2009 10:32 PM 

Ian Goodwin-Reeves said: 

Sceptics may claim that the plasibo effect gives the 'fruit loops' the results they desire, but what if the subject cannot read or even have human emotions ?. We have two Springer Spaniels, last summer at 10yrs old my Welsh was having mobility problems, strggling on stairs, crying as he tried to get into his chair or into our car. 

My 5yr old English hit his head and had £7k of local vet and Royal Vet Clinic attention during 07/08. We were given 48hr left with him when he reacted badly after his final Chemotherapy treatment - his illness seemed to have come back. 

Both boys now have the Bioflow dog collars.

Sapper the Welsh maintains his mobility without signs of pain, and Trooper the English is in good health - the 48 hrs was in November 2008 - animals dont know how to pretend they are well when they are not, so there must be something to Bioflow.

I choose who I associate with, positive attitudes and open minds or negativity and scepticism, I will let you work out who is who.

I G-R  January 23, 2009 9:04 PM 

Vlad said: 

"animals dont know how to pretend they are well when they are not, so there must be something to Bioflow."

Oh really? Or maybe they just got better?

I am both suprised and depressed by the comments on the thread. The Bioflow sellers I can understand. After all, as one says, it is a "great business opportunity". As for the rest of you; placebo, placebo, placebo.

If it works, why won't Bioflow allow the products to be scientifically tested in controlled conditions? 

They do, and the results were published in the BMJ

Why don't transport companies and government agencies and the military use the technology? You would have though that something that could reduce out power consumption by 20% would have been snapped up and developed by now, rather than being confined to stalls at local markets manned by shifty looking traders.

I resemble that remark, I run a market stall every Saturday.   But you have seen the reason here.  So many people believe it is rubbish and will not waste there time testing it.

I think I might become a Bioflow agent though. I found that as soon as I put a bracelet on and convinced myself of the benefits, suddenly my bank balance started to grow! Now that is amazing....

Not amazing at all, once people find out it works for them, then can’t stop telling others about it and they want one too.

January 24, 2009 11:12 PM 

Marie said: 

You people who are ranting putting the Ecoflo products down you should be ashamed off yourself talking about things you have so obviously no idea about or experience in. 

I use Ecoflow products on my 15 year old dog and would like to say:

THANK YOU ECOFLOW FOR GIVING MY DOG BACK HER LIFE AND I'M SURE THIS GOES FOR THOUSANDS OF DOG OWNERS ALL OVER THE COUNTRY WHO HAVE USED THESE PRODUCTS AND WITNESSED FOR THEMSELVES THE PAIN RELIEVING AND HEALING QUALITIES IN THESE PRODUCTS. WE DON'T NEED SCIENTIFIC PROOF OUR PETS ARE OUR PROOF.

January 25, 2009 10:42 PM 

David Croucher said: 

The last comment was two days ago, so can I sum up?

I'll discount the comments, first, which are deliberately insulting to anyone on any side of the debate. Their lack of objectivity comes through in their emotional immaturity.

A large number of posts are from Ecoflow distributors - probably because the Ecoflow Company emailed them to say the article was in the Mirror, and what did they think? Most of them replied with anecdotal evidence from their own experience, which for them was conclusive. Now, that puts them in one of two places: either the whole thing is a scam, and these people are deliberately giving false (or deluded) reports because they want to keep on making (in one poster's phrase) obscene profits, or they are genuine in their personal belief that this stuff works, and so passionate about it that they want the world to benefit. There doesn't seem to be a middle ground.

On the opposite hand, are two groups: those who regard the products as unproven and look for evidence one way or the other, and those who KNOW it doesn't work, so would regard any positive evidence as suspicious. There have been a number of links provided to websites which take similar positions. We have to ask the cynics, rather than the sceptics: "Would you accept empirical, repeatable trial evidence, without a rigorous explanatory basis?" I suspect that most would not: "No underlying theoretical mechanism = no evidence." That's why aspirin was ineffective for the first 40 years of its availability - Bayer, who developed it, couldn't say why it worked; they just 'knew' that clinical trials showed effectiveness. Nonsense, of course, say the cynics.

There IS practical trial evidence, both ways. That's clear. When I looked into the claims myself, in 2003, I was surprised how much evidence there was, because I thought that magnetic conditioning and therapy had never been trialled. So, can I suggest a simple way out of the impasse: wait! This article, with the interest shown, should have generated plenty of personal enquiry into both the products and the research. And there is an old example, from about a century ago, which might be illuminating.

'Eric', posting 20 Jan @ 1.43, mentioned Snake Oil, apocryphal for scamming. But it wasn't always so. 

In the 19th century, Chinese workers (anecdote says, in the California gold fields) got arthritis from the crippling work and bad diet & conditions. They had an old Chinese remedy: snake oil. It was extracted from the Chinese Water Snake, and modern analysis of the traditional product shows that it contains about 20% EPA, one of the key Omega 3 fatty acids whose lack can exacerbate arthritis. So a malnourished miner who tried this imported remedy could well have got significant relief. The real Snake Oil works, if you like, so its reputation spread.

But goldfields are also noted for being a great hunting ground for the cheats and shills. So it wouldn't have been long before hawkers would have been selling fake snake oil - which wouldn't work, having none of the rare EPA. And so would a good reputation have been destroyed.

I want to suggest that even the cynics could draw a parallel here. 

The principles behind 'magnetohydrodynamics' aren't understood, however much experts (and sellers) try to explain. But since 1943 (the Griffin aero engine, I've been told) an electronic version of the Thermoflow has been accepted as proven in practice. So has the Motoflow and Thermoflow themselves, by countless garages and individuals with the right equipment, though not rigorously, as well as several government labs (in the UK, the DTI's Warren Springs lab.) 

Likewise, hospitals all round the world use electromagnotherapy equipment of several brands. I haven't enquired at a physio. department that hasn't got at least one. Physios and clinicians accept that they work - though not all. The Bioflow is simply a highly portable unit that uses the same principle.

In the end, it depends, I think, on what each person is willing to accept as evidence - as it always did. And for some, no evidence is going to be strong enough if there's a good enough emotional reason to hold the other viewpoint. That's where the placebo effect comes in, and it's also why one contributor can simply chant, 'it's a scam' and hold that as sufficient comment. He'll never agree that any evidence is trustworthy, no matter how rigorous. His mind is closed to evidence.

Let's wait and see.

By the way, I'm an Ecoflow distributor myself, who found the products by accident, was initially very sceptical, and got converted by sheer evidence, both overwhelmingly plausible anecdote and by the scientific evidence. But I'm not a cynic, just someone who found the empirical evidence overwhelming.

January 26, 2009 12:14 AM 

Jared said: 

Re: David Croucher. "I want to suggest that even the cynics could draw a parallel here." I'm not being obtuse on purpose, but what is the parellel? Snake oil probably worked in its original form but the synthetic version that was created does not? That may be true but are you suggesting that originally strapping a magnet to your radiator worked but Thermoflow does not?! 

Nope, he’s saying some snake oil works, some is just a useless copy.  Similarly some magnetic devices will work, some won’t.   But Thermoflow has a money back guarantee and has been selling for 16 years and no-one has complained that they didn’t get their money back

We've established that neither of these are based on any semblance of scientific fact already. There is no empirical proof. Your point about aspirin is quite endearing but I couldn't find any references to it on Wikipedia or Google, so go figure. It's an interesting comparison nonetheless: aspirin, which has undergone countless medical trials over the past 100 years, 

It took 60 years before the mechanism was understood, so thermoflow has another 45 years to go.   

and a cheaply made tacky & tawdry magnetic device you stick to your radiator! 

What device is this?  Obviously not a Thermoflow

One has science behind it, one has a bunch of new-age nutjobs hiding behind confirmation bias ("it just works!"). How crude. 

One has trials run by scientists who didn’t know how aspirin worked, which confirmed the experience of the users.  

The other hasn’t yet had trials yet, but the experience of the users is that it works

"But I'm not a cynic, just someone who found the empirical evidence overwhelming." There is absolutely no empirical evidence that this works, otherwise it would have been cited. 

You like Wiki, so I’ll quote it “Empirical evidence is evidence from observations.”  Plenty of that here

A single scientific study here or there that supports or fails to support a hypothesis should not be taken as conclusive. The reasonable thing to do is wait for a consensus from numerous studies before making up your mind about such things as the effectiveness of magnets. 

Good job they didn’t wait for that with aspirin.

And if you're looking for such a consensus, it exists, and guess what? It proves that it's all nothing but a load of junk. 

Nope, the only thing that would prove it to be a ‘load of junk’ is experimental evidence showing no effect.

"Hospitals all round the world use electromagnotherapy equipment of several brands. I haven't enquired at a physio. department that hasn't got at least one. Physios and clinicians accept that they work". If you're going to support this company, at least try to avoid making such ridiculous & laughable statements. I have never heard of a "magnotherapy department" 

He’s talking about physio departments using electromagnetic therapy equipment.

and I've never heard of a doctor who advocates junk science. Read this: http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/health/4582282.stm
Finegold & Flamm.  Full of opinion and no facts.  You notice they wrote  “But a major review showed no benefits, a British Medical Journal report said”.  What they didn’t say is that they wrote the report

So, overall, despite your lengthy post, science still proves that this is nothing but hot air. If you wish to believe it then that's your game, but I'd love to hear some testimonials of the people who've bought one of your magnets and not just rely on what the suppliers say. Credit to you for at least having the nerve to admit you have a vested interest in this company though. 

January 26, 2009 2:56 PM 

steve peel said: 

To Jared, Sorry, i did say i won't be back on this topic, however i Must point out that if you want genuine Business testimonials with reports, go back to my previous posts/ threads (what ever computer jargon is used) and study them carefully by visiting the sites,you will then understand how they work for GMX customers, by the way to all readers the ones that Severn Trent water Co sell are the electro magnet, whereby 11 coils of wire is wrapped around the copper water pipe,via a transformer and then plugged into 240v supply, apparently they have a running cost of around £3 per year and have a 5 year guarantee. I do not know if these are anygood or not, as i seen on one of the tv channels selling them and the engineer said you don't have to drain your boiler/storage tank for calcium/limescale sludge etc. the answer is you have to drain otherwise you will have almost a bucket of sludge at the bottom of your storage tank. 

Don't be like the idiot that thought by putting flexi fridge magnets around water pipes and fuel

pipes, Yes they won't work

January 26, 2009 7:47 PM 

erik said: 

Steve Peel & others - save your slick marketing talk and your pseudo-scientific mumbo-jumbo. ITS. A. SCAM. And you know it. Any further replies will only cause to reinforce that belief as a legitimate product wouldve have to worry. A legitimate product wouldnt have been featured in this column to start with.

Snake oil salesmen.

Do not buy their products.

January 27, 2009 3:51 PM 

David said: 

Still waiting for that scientific study (can you guess why company sales literature might not be trusted?)....anyone?

Thought not.

Oh, and check out this tripe from "www.gmxfuel.com":

"Because the net charges of the Hydrocarbon and Oxygen molecules are both negative..."

What a complete load of rubbish! 'Hydrocarbon' covers a massive range of molecules....trying to pretend it's a single molecule with its own chemistry is ridiculous, an oxygen molecule doesn't have a negative charge either.

"Since Fuel, like most fluids, can be ionized by an external magnetic force, it will exhibit many of the same physical-atomic characteristics of the form information on water"

NO fluids can be ionized by a magnetic force! Trying to say fuel shares properties with water (apart from them both being liquid) is ludicrous! 

"When MAGNETIZED, the fuel’s Hydrocarbons are ionized to exhibit a net positive charge (as with water)."

No no no! This is crazy!

"The magnetized fuel also attracts and removes previous carbon and varnish build-up.."

Good grief! Now we have magnetic carbon and varnish!

Yup, cleaner engines and burners

"In addition to increasing fuel efficiently, when properly magnetized, diesel fuel will resist gelling. This means that during cold weather, special fuel additives may be eliminated."

Oh help me! Now it magically lowers the freezing point of diesel!

Nope, just reduces ‘diesel bug’ which 

A load of nonsense using scientific-sounding phraseology, pulling in the gullible while those with any scientific background just pass by with a bemused smile....

Again, from the Minsk International Colloquium on Physics of Shock Waves, Combustion, Detonation POI-6 and Non-Equilibrium Processes “Among numerous methods of combustion control, application of a magnetic field is one of the most promising.”

January 27, 2009 4:11 PM 

Chris Sergeant said: 

Emotions. Emotions. Emotions.

I did say I would move on but I was dumbstruck by a comment made by Jared: He stated

"The reasonable thing to do is wait for a consensus from numerous studies before making up your mind about such things as the effectiveness of magnets. And if you're looking for such a consensus, it exists, and guess what? It proves that it's all nothing but a load of junk." 

I wonder which consensus review article you refer to when you state this? I have pointed a recent study which utilized direct measurement of inflammatory markers in animals treated with magnets. The authors of this article suggest that ongoing trials are still necessary. 

Do you know better? Have we completed all the studies we possibly can? On what basis do you offer us this advice?

As the magnets used in single studies vary somewhat and the design of experiments is difficult to do in a fashion that eliminates the placebo effect (setting aside the clinical benefits of such an effect) it is not surprising that different authors obtain different results or that current editorial "opinion" urges caution. 

It is one thing for you to ask that a publically funded NHS only provide therapies "with evidence" and quite another for you to suggest doctors, pharmacists, biochemists, vets etc stop recommending people try alternatives to costly prescriptions.

If you can point me to a study that conclusively proves that all magnetic therapy is useless and all research into this area should stop please do so!

And by the way just because the placebo effect COULD explain some results this does NOT prove the results ARE due to placebo.

It is important that scientists remain impartial. It is one thing to counter theoretical claims with proven fact it is another to dismiss practical benefits with unproven opinion.

Please allow people to assess what they want to do for themselves! Please do not insult people even if you feel insulted by what you read. Please do not resort to your own pseudoscientific explanations to rebuke others. Let us all remain open to growing our understanding.

Thank you. 

January 27, 2009 7:28 PM 

Jared said: 

Re: Chris Sergeant. "I wonder which consensus review article you refer to when you state this? I have pointed a recent study which utilized direct measurement of inflammatory markers in animals treated with magnets. The authors of this article suggest that ongoing trials are still necessary."

Umm, I'll spell it out. Three letters. The BMJ. Peer-reviewed and highly reliable. 

Nope, a guest editorial, not subject to peer review and opinion only

"It is one thing for you to ask that a publically funded NHS only provide therapies "with evidence" and quite another for you to suggest doctors, pharmacists, biochemists, vets etc stop recommending people try alternatives to costly prescriptions."

Please point me to where I said this as, amazingly, I cannot find it. Hypnotherapy is dubious in its origins but it's been proven to be effective on SOME people, so why shouldn't it continue to be used? As I said earlier, if "magnotherapy" works for some people then by all means it should be used. Of course, placebos work for some (a lot of) people. So don't get caught up in that: what I object to is people using pseudo-science to justify buying an overpriced magnet to wrap around their radiator - nothing more. 

"It is important that scientists remain impartial. It is one thing to counter theoretical claims with proven fact it is another to dismiss practical benefits with unproven opinion."

The BMJ is not opinion, the New York College of Podiatric Medicine is not opinion. Google them. They are heavyweights in the medical world, as I'm sure you know. If you can point me to a peer-reviewed and highly regarded source or article that supports the benefits of magnets on a) radiators b) health, then for goodness sake, put us all out of our misery and post the thing. 

Tried to post 7 studies, but they did not appear.  Go to http://marvellousmagnets.com/dailymirror_21.html to read them

I'll be waiting but I won't be holding my breath...

January 28, 2009 2:02 PM 

Bill Lawson said: 

The negative attitude and insulting language expressed by some of the contributors to this forum is quite alarming.

It really is an insult to the intelligence of the hundreds of thousands of satisfied Ecoflow customers to suggest that they have all been the victims of a horrible scam.

Many thousands have come back time and again to buy further products, and have readily recommended them to others. This speaks for itself, there is no need for lengthy and expensive research and scientific studies.

Long may Ecoflow continue to bring better quality of life to its customers, and leave the doubters with their heads in the sand, to wallow in their ignorance.

January 28, 2009 2:47 PM 

Nigel Thomas said: 

Steve Peel wrote above "the ones that Severn Trent water Co sell are the electro magnet, whereby 11 coils of wire is wrapped around the copper water pipe,via a transformer and then plugged into 240v supply, apparently they have a running cost of around £3 per year and have a 5 year guarantee."

I have looked on Severn Trent Water's site and all I have found regarding magnetic water softeners is

"If you need a softener there are a number of reputable firms that can advise you on makes and models.

"Electromagnetic water conditioners are also available... They do not remove hardness salts, but CLAIM(my capitals)to reduce scale formation. Reports on their performance have been variable, but water treated by such services is fit to drink"

http://www.stwater.co.uk/upload/pdf/Facts_on_Water_Hardness.pdf

Hardly a ringing endorsement and probably included in the name of 'fairness'. I couldn't find any mention of them supplying such devices. I would be grateful if you could point me to any evidence of Severn Trent Water supplying them.

January 28, 2009 10:06 PM 

Nick Fisher said: 

Jared

Try:

http://www.bmj.com/cgi/content/full/329/7480/1450

Thanks.

January 29, 2009 3:10 PM 

Erik said: 

Oh ENOUGH with the hot air already.

Its a scam. Any right-thinking person can see that plain as day.

You're continued persistance in attempting to defend yourselves here only serves to damn you even further.

Take your lurid claims, your pseudo-scientific nonsense, your baseless facts and SHOVE THEM.

Keep commenting here and I will keep saying the same things and you will continue to hang yourself with your own rope. Stop and I will stop. Your call.

Poor Erik

January 30, 2009 3:25 PM 

Richard Fisher said: 

What a sad, narrow minded and aggressive person 'Erik' appears to be. He does not present any reasoned arguments, but resorts to insulting and threatening language to present his case. Everyone else is wrong, and he is right! I suppose we should all feel sorry for him, rather than be upset by his comments.

I have no connection to Ecoflow, but know several friends who have had quite remarkable results from their magnets. My doctor is also of the opinion that there must be ‘something’ in it, and his advice is to at least give it a try for pain relief, there is nothing to lose. I will not hesitate to give them a go if I feel the need.

The world would be in sorry state if we all adopted a Ludite attitude, were not prepared to think outside the box, and at least try something new.

January 31, 2009 10:15 AM 

Jared said: 

Re: Nick Fisher. From your linked article:

"Conclusion: Pain from osteoarthritis of the hip and knee decreases when wearing magnetic bracelets. It is uncertain whether this response is due to specific or non-specific (placebo) effects."

Speaks for itself. 

In other words they do not know how it works.   They also said “Whatever the mechanism, the benefit from magnetic bracelets seems clinically useful.”   The Arthritis Research Campaign who funded the studies said “As magnetic bracelets are quite cheap, between £30 and £50, and safe, people with osteoarthritis might want to consider wearing them as part of their self-help regime."

Also, I thought I'd draw people's attention to a law that was introduced in 2008: it is now illegal to impersonate one of your customers, whether online or offline. I won't point fingers..

You can’t, there are plenty of satisfied customers, no need to pretend to be one.

January 31, 2009 5:03 PM 

Anonymous said: 

There is currently a company based in Scotland that is pouring money into testing the series of magnets that it sells to prove the fuel savings such devices offer. It has been running trials with Ford, taxi firms and other large fleet operators. The strength of the magnetic field obviously has some bearing on the %age of fuel saving. The magnets seem to realign the molecular structure and give the fuel a better burn. I have a series of these STRONG magnets fitted to the 15mm copper gas feed on my domestic boiler, the diesel fuel supply to my car engine (fitted between the filter and the common rail), my Harley Davidson motorcycle and on the central heating system above the pump. My initial comments are that both the vehicles use less fuel. As there is more power due to a better burn the throttle does not have to be opened so wide or the injector does not need so much throughput. The boiler has been turned down from 4 to 2.75 for the same temperature of water in the system.

They give some history to the use of magnets used by fishermen and the use of devices in WW2 aircraft.

Their website is http://www.magnoflo.com/

Have a look and read the scientific results to date. I do not work for this company but they seem to be going about it the right way by providing evidence for their product.

February 2, 2009 6:34 PM 

erik said: 

Liars, scammers and charlatans.

Poor erik

February 5, 2009 9:51 AM 

steve peel said: 

In answer to Nigel 

first of all i got it wrong about Seven trent water co, it is EAST MIDLANDS WATER Co that sell electro magnets.

good info last writer re magnoflo, it is nice to see what they are doing with their tests, however GMX International and GMX Europe have being doing thses tests with many Taxi and truck companies for years with proven results, the first thing anyone should do is get a emissions test done showing all the figures before installation then another test done after installation that we you can prove lower emissions better fuel econony and a cleaner engine with greater horse power.

February 5, 2009 1:09 PM 
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